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FOREIGN ARTICLES. 


PORTUGAL. 

The Cortes is in session. ‘The chamber of peers 
had negatived the right of the sons of Miguelite peers 
to take their seats. 

The government had ratified the treaties on the 
slave trade and commerce with England. 

CANADA 

The United Parliament of Canada, commenced its 
sessions at Kingston on the 7th inst. Sir Charles 
Bagot’s speech to the two houses commences with 
an allusion to the death of Lord Sydenham, refers 
briefly, to the birth of a Prince in England, and to the 
attempt upon the life of the Queen, and proceeds as 
follows:— 

I rejoicethat lam able to acquaint you that a 
treaty between Great Britain and the United States 
has been signed on the part of Her Majesty, and 
since ratified by the federal senate, by which the im- 








portant questions affecting this province and the U. 
States have been adjusted. From this happy settle- 


clusive of sailors and marines, who, on cases of 
emergency, will furnish nearly perhaps 5,000 more 
of a shore going force. The floating armament is 
still more formidable than this, consisting of 5 line-of- 
battle-ships, and 34 frigates and smaller craft. ‘The 
steam force will, on the arrival of the last despatched 
vessels from England, consist of the H. C. steamers 
Akbar, Memnon, of 500 horse power and 1,100 tons: 
H. M. steamers Vixen, Growler, Geyser, Driver and 
Lightning; and the H. C. steamers Aukiand, Sesostris, 
Queen, Hoogly, Nemesis, Pluto, Phlegethon, Medusa, 
Proserpine.and Ariadne; the first two being wooden 
vessels of 1,090 tons, armed with 64 pounder medium 
guns, the next two being also of wood; the remaining 


| six, iron vessels of from 300 to 500 tons. 


H. M. squadron to the northward, at Chusan, Chin- 
hae and Ningpo.—Cornwallis, 72, bearing the flag of 
rear-admiral Sir W. Parker, K. C. B. commander-in 
chief—Capt. Richards; Blonde, 42, Captain ‘f. 
Bourchier, C. B.; Pelican, 18, commander Napier; 
Hyacinth, 18, commander G. Goldsmith; Modeste, 
18, commander Watson; Columbine, 18; command- 
er Morshead; Clio, 16, commander E. Troubridge; 
Algerine, 10, lieutenant Maitland; Lady Bentick 
surveying vessel, commander R. Collinson; Troop- 
ship Jupiter, Mr. commanding R. Fulton, H.C. 5. 
Nemesis, lieutenant W. H. Hall; H. C. S. Queen; 
Mr. commanding W. Warden; H. C. 8S. Phlegethou, 


lieutenant McCleverty; H. C. 8S. Sesostris, com- | 


mander Ormsby, |. N. 


At Amoy.—Druid, 44, captain H. Smith, C. B.; 
Pylades, 18, commander Tindal (absent); Chame- 


leon; 10, lieutenant Hunter; Starling, 6, command- | 


er H. Kellett. 


Squadron at the mouth of Canton river. Blenheim, 
72, captain Sir Thomas Herbert, K. C. B., senior 


ment, the ratification of which by her majesty I hope | commanding officer; Herald, 26, captain J. Nias, C. 


soon ta be able to announce to you, f argue the most! B.; Nimrod, 18, commander Glasse; Cruizer; 18 
favorable consequences to the province in the main-| commander J. Pearse; Royalist. 19, lieutenant Chet- 


tenance of peace, the restoration of confidence, and| wood; Young Hebe, 4, lieutenant Wood. 


the devotion of the undivided energies of its inhabi- 


The following is the list of American ships in the 


tants to the internal advancement and the develope- | Chinese waters at the same date: 


ment of the vast resources of the country. 


Lima, Endicot; Akbas, Dumaresq; Panama, ——; 


9} 


Representatives. The following members of 
the present congress have indicated their determina- 
tion not to be candidates for re election: 

IVhigs—-Messrs. Fillmore, Van Rensselaer, and 
Granger, of New York; Mr. Randolph, of New Jer- 
sey; Messrs. Mason, Ridgaway, and Pendleton, of 
of Ohio. 
| Van Buren—Mr. Keim, of Pennsylvania; and Mr, 
Pickens, of South Carolina. 








CONSUL. The president of the United States has 
Oflicially recognized Edward Stucken as consul of the 
trand Duke of Saxe Weimer, for the state of New 
York, and Alexander Baker, as vice consul of Russia. 





CORRESPONDENCE, We find in the Madiso- 
nian the following correspondence, between the sec- 
retary of state and Lord Ashburton, in relation to the 
prisoners at Van Dieman’s Land: 

Department of state, Washington, Mug. 29, 1842. 

My Lorn: [have the honor to communicaté to 
your lordship the copy of a letter addressed to the 
president, by the honorable Messrs. Cushing, Wood, 
‘and Ferris, members of the house of representatives, 
and of the answer to that letter from this department 
by the president’s direction. 

This correspondence relates to the prisoners at 
Van Dieman’s Land, some of them citizens of the 
| United States, whose condition I have, I believe, 











/more than once, mentioned to you in our conversa- 
tions. I trust that you will bring this subject to the 
| considration of her majesty’s government; and I en- 
| tertain the hope that, under existing circumstances, 
| you will not withhold your advice and recommenda- 
| tion for the pardon and release of those prisoners. 

| I avail myself of this occasion, my lord. te renew 
Ps you assurances of high consideration and respect. 


DANIEL WEBSTER, 
rd Ashburton, §c. §e. Fe. 


| 

| New York, September 2, 1842. 

| Sir: The letter you did me the honor of addressing 
ime the 29th of last month, reached me on my arrival . 
here with its enclosures, relating to certain prisoners 


v > » To oO ‘ a) ‘ ; P » A > H | it ce « 7 ‘ ; Tee Ba i Y ‘ 7 . . . . 

These have been among her majesty’s chief objects | Henry Pratt, Rogers; Cayuga. Bisset; Coremecn, in Van Dieman’s Land, formerly citizens of the 
in the negociation of this treaty; and lam commab- Scudder; Janthe, Steele; Horatio, Howland; Levant, United States, who were transported to that penal 
ded by the queen to state to you that no wish is near-| Foulke, Robert Fulton, McMichael. 


er to her majesty’s heart than that, under her rule and | 
the protection of her crown, all her faithful subjects | 
in Canada may rest in undisturbed peace, may feel | 
themselves to be one people with their fellow sub- 
jects in the British isiands; and may increase in| 
wealth, prosperity and contentment, founded on the | 
possession and rational enjoymentof a free and es-| 
sentially British constitution. 


INDIA. 








wi ened 


NATIONAL AFFAIRES. 





APPOINTMENT BY THE PRESIDENT, 
Thomas 8S. Sinith, collector of the customs at Phi- 
ladelphia, vice Johathan Roberts. 





CONGRESS. U.S. Senate. Theterms of one- 


‘settlement in consequence of the part taken by them 
in the criminal invasion of the British provinces, and 
the consequent destruction of the lives and property 

‘of their inhabitants. I shall communicate these 

‘papers to my government immediately on my arrival; 

and although it does not become me to anticipate, by 

|any opinion of my own, their decision upon them, [ 
| need hardly assure you that the wish expressed by 

/your government, and the respectable members of 
congress, whose letter you send me, will not fail to 


The British had not suecceded in negotiating thej third of the present senate expire on the 4th March | receive due attention. I shali carefully press the 


redemption of the prisoners in the hands of the Af-| next. 


The senate now consists of 30 whigs and 20 


ghans. Rumors of the withdrawal of their troops V. B. counting Mr. Rives with the former. Of those 
irom beyond the lidies were rife; accounts are| whose terms expire at the end of the next session, 
not decided as yet however in respect to this mea- | iV are Van Buren, and 7 are whigs, viz. 


sure. 


The king of Oude had died and was succeeded re- | 


gularly and peaceably by his son. 


Great Hurnicant at Caucurra. 
visited Calcutta on the 3d and 4th of June. From: 
30 to 40 vessels were destroyed, and as many were 
badly damaged. Houses innumerable were blown 
down. and many accidents occurred. 

“The Symmetry, Globe, Lord Western, Cavendish 
Bentinck, and a French brig, all five large vessels, 
have been totally lestintheriver. Forty three other 
first rate vessels are disabled; and of the immense 
quantity of native craft always plying, there ts 


A terrible gaie | 





scarcely a boat remaming. How many lives have 
been lost it is yet impossible even to conjecture, but 
the number must have been very great, both of Eu- 
ropeans and natives. The damage done to the ship- 
ping cargoes is computed at £500,000. But we have 
not received accounts from the interior and we fear 
the indigo crops now ready for cutting, will have suf- 
ferred terribly.” 
CHINA. 


_ The India papers contain the following, on the sub- 
ject of the armament against the Imperial Empire. 
and also some oiher facts connected with the w 
which will be read with interest: 

“The arrival of the last reinforcement which left 
England for China, will raise the British armament 
to the enormous strength of 15,000 fighting men, ex- 

Vol. X1il-—Sre. 3. 
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Van Buren. 
Williams, of Maine. 
Wilcox, of N. H. 
Smith, of Connecticut. 
Wright, of New York. 
Buchanan, of Penn. 
Cuthbert, of Georgia. 
Bagby, of Alabama. 
Aftlen of Ohio. 
Young, of IHiimois. 
Linn, of Missouri. 

From the result of the state elections that have 
been ascertained, Van Buren senators will be re- 
elected from New Hampshire Connecticut, Ala- 
bama, Ilinois, and Missouri, and they will elect Van 
Buren senators in the place of Preston from South 
Carolina, and of Graham from North Carolina, and 
if their accounts of the Indiana election are correct, 
one in the place of Mr. Smith, of that state. If they 
lose none of the other members this will give them 
23 senators, besides the chance for one from Mary- 
land, and of two from Tennessee—gaining those, 


Whigs. 

Crafts, of Vermont. 
Kerr, of Maryland. 
Graham, of N. Carolina. 
Preston, of 8S. Carolina. 
Conrad, of Louisiana. 
Crittenden, of Ken. 
Smith, of Indiana. 


they would have exactly half the senate. The whigs 
have secured the re-election of whig s 
Vermont, Louisiana, and Keatucky, which counting 
Mr. Rives with them, ives them just half th pale 


besides their chance for those to be elected fram 
Maine, New York, Pennsylvania, Georgia, Ohio and 
and Maryland. 


wee: 


‘consideration of the several circumstances of mitiga- 
| tion mentioned in these papers, and you may be assured 
'that there will be every disposition to take as indul- 
i gent a view of these unfortunate people as may be 
‘thought consistent with the due vindteation of the 
‘laws. and the security of her majesty’s peaceable 
| subjects. 

| beg. sir, you will be assured of my high considera- 
tion and of my sincere regard. ASHBURTON, 
| The hon. Daniel Webster, &c. 

' 

| 

‘THE POST OFFICE ESTABLISHMENT, 
RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES. 
TUE 


ITS 


LETTER PROM POSTMASTER GENERAL TO 


OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Post office department, 4ugust 8, 1842, 

Sin: In obedience to the requirements of the 2d 
iand 45th sections of the ‘‘act to change the organiza- 
‘tion of the post office department,” &c. approved the 
| 2d July 1836, I have the honor to report the expen- 
ses of this department for the year ending June 20, 
1841, set opposite the estimates, under each head of 
general account, viz: 

Heads of appropriations. Estimates. Expenditures. 
| Transportation ofthe mails $3,520 000 $2,984,388 83 
' Compensation post: 1.097.009 1,018,644 61 
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5,126 000 4,443,768 42 

I submit herewith a statement from the auditor of 

the treasury for the post office department, giving the 

information required by the 4th article of the 22d 

section of the act of 1838. It appears from this state- 

ment that the gross revenue of the department for the 

r ending the 30th June, 1841 was as follows, viz: 

or letter postage $3 812,738 61 
For postage on newspapers and pam- 








phlets 566,245 46 
For fines for infractions of the post of- 

fice law 312 50 

4,379,296 57 

The expenditures for the year were 4,443,768 42 
Excess of expenditures over revenue 

for year ending June 30, 1841 61 471 85 





Adverting to the final column in the au- 
ditor’s statement it will be perceived 
that there was due and unpaid to mail 
contractors, forservices rendered dur- 
ing the year ending the 30th June, 





1841 395,801 30 
In the preceding column, there is stated 
_ to be due by contractors, for the same 

period 16,152 87 
Nett balance due contractors, June 30, 

184] 79,648 43 


I have the honor to be, very respectfi ally your obe- 
dient servant, C. A. WICKLIFFE. 
Hon. John White, speaker of the house of rep’s. 





THE ARMY. 
GENERAL ORDERS—NO. 50. 
Head quarters of the army, adj’t genl’s office. 
Washington, 4ug. 23, 1842. 

The following suggestions, for the care and pre- 
servation of fortifications, received from the engi- 
neer department, are adopted and made obligatory 
on aj] garrisons: 

1. No person shall be permitted, under any pre- 
tence, to walk upon any of the slopes of a fortifica- 
tion, excepting the ramps and glacis. If, in any case, 
it be necessary to provide for crossing them, it should 
be done by placing wooden steps or stairs against the 
slopes. he occasional walking of persons ona 
parapet will do no harm, provided it be only occa- 
sional, and be not allowed to cut the surface into 


paths. 

2. No cattle, horse, sheep, goat, or other animal, 
shall ever permitted to go upon the slopes, the ram- 
parts, or the parapets; nor upon the glacis, except 
within fenced Jimits, which should not approach the 
crest nearer than about 30 feet. 


3. All grassed surfaces, excepting the glacis will 
be carefully and frequently mowed (except in dry 
weather); and the oftener the better, while growing 
rapidly—the grass never being allowed to be more 
than a few inches high. In order to cut the grass 


even and close, upon smaller slopes, a light one- | 


handed scythe should be used; and in mowing the 
steeper slopes, the mower should stand ona light 


ladder resting against the slope, and not upon the, 


ss. Crops of hay may, in some places, be raised 
on the glacis; , or, if fenced, it may be used as pas- 
ture: otherwise it should be treated as other slopes 
of the fortification. On all the slopes, spots of dead 
grass will be cut out, and replaced by fresh sods. All 
weeds will be eradicated. 
plied steadily and judiciously will maintain the 
grassed surface—even of the largest of our forts, in 


good condition. 


4. The burning of grass og any portion of a for- | 


tification is strictly forbidde 

5. Particular attention is required to prevent the 
formation of gullies in the parade, terreplein and 
yamps; and especially in slopes when grass is not 
well established. If neglected, they soon involve 
heavy expense. 

§. Earth or sand must not be suffered to heap up 
against wood-work—a free ventilation being preserv- 
ed around it; and all wooden floors, platforms, bridg- 
es, &c., will be kept clean swept. 

7. The machinery of drawbridges, gates and pos- 
ters must be kept in good working order by proper 
cleaning, oiling of the parts, &c.—and the bridges 
will be raised, and the gates and posterns opened, as 
ofien as once a week. 


B. The terrepleine of forts, the floors of casemates, 


from injury with great care. In transporting guns 
and carriages, and in mounting them, strong way- 
planks will be interposed; and neither the wheels 
nor any other part, nor any machinery such asshears, 
girs, &c., nor any hand-spike or other implement, 
will be allowed to touch those surfaces. Unless, 
protected in a similar manner, no wheel-barrow or 
or other vehicle, no barrels, hogsheads, &c., will be 
rolled upon these surfaces. No violent work willbe 
suffered to be done upon them—such as cutting 
wood—breaking coal, &c., and no heavy weight be 
thrown, or permitted to fall thereon. 


9. The injuries against which it is designed to 
guard, are expensive to repair, and are often much 
more grave than would be inferred merely from the 
broken surface, since they permit water to penetrate 
into the masonry beneath, and if there be casemates, 
cause them to leak—and hence there must be main- 
tained in reference thereto a strict responsibility. In 





A very little labor ap-| 


the use of machinery, such as girs, within casemates, 


| injury 1s sometimes done to the arch or ceiling, as 


well as to the floor: a very moderate degree of at- 
tention would guard against such damage. 

10. The doors and windows of all store rooms and 
unoccupied casemates, quarters, barracks, &c., will 
ry opened several times a week for thorough venti- 
ation. 


11. The heating of shot furnaces, until made ac- 
tually necessary by the approach of an enemy, is 
strictly forbidden. 


12. The foregoing matters involve but little ex- 
pense; the labor is probably within the means of 
every garrison; and no technical knowledge is called 
for beyond what will generally be found amongst 
soldiers. There are other things which will occa- 
sionally need small disbursements—such as repaint- 
ing the exposed wood work of the fortification—co- 
vering exposed iron with paint or lacker, &.; this 
work, also, can be executed by the garrison, although 
regular reports, estimates and requisitions will be 
necessary to obtain the materials. But there will be 
still another class of repairs which will require tech- 
nical skill. ‘These, as far as they appear, should, 
however, be duly reported. 


13. In every occupied work, alterations either in 
the fortification proper, or in any other of its inte- 
rior arrangements of casemates, galleries, quarters, 
barracks, magazines, store rooms, or any other room 
or building whatever are strickly forbidden. In case 
any commanding, or other officer, deem an alteration 
necessary, he will address io the proper authority a 
statement explanatory of his reasons, with an esti- 
mate, in detail, of the cost: and should the proposed 
alteration bear in any way upon matters pertaining 
to the defences, the subject will be referred to the 
engineer department for its opinion. 

14. Whenever it may be designed to erect a build- 
ing of any kind, or any work of earth, masonry or 
timber, either in the interior of a fort occupied by 
troops, or on the exterior within half a mile, the lo- 
cation will not be fixed until the subject has been 
reported on by the engineer department. And should 
there happen to be an engineer officer on duty at the 
post his opinion should be asked in the first instance, 
‘and transmitted to the adjutant general with the 
| other papers explanatory of the design. 

By command of Major General Scorr. 
L. THOMAS, ass’t adj’t gen. 


THE NAVY. 
The decision of the court martial at N. York, in 
relation to capt. Ballard, has been forwarded to Wash- 
‘ington city. ‘The court is now prosecuting the addi- 
' tioal cases before them. 


The French steam frigate Gomer, Captain Laurencin 
| bound to St. Pierres, (Mart.) dropped dewn to Hampton 
| Roads on Saturday atteraoon. Atter coming to an an- 
' chor she saluted fortress Monroe which was returned 
‘trom the fortress. She was visited by the army officers 








' stationed at fortress Monroe. The Gomer sailed the 


next day. 

The French corvette Circe, Captain Richard, having 
undergone repairs, dropped down from the Navy Yara 
to the anchorage off the Naval Hospital ou Saturday 
last. 


The U.S. sloop of war Marion, commander Arm- 
strong, dropped down from the Navy Yard on Friday 
and avchored off the Naval Hospital. 


There are now lying off the Hospital, the U.S. ship 
Pennsylvania, Capt- Zantzinger, hearing the broad pen- 
nant of Coin. Kennedy; frigate Constituuon, Capt. Par. 





ker; sloop of war Manon, Conmmander Armsirong and 
tie French corvette Circe, Capt. Ricaud. (Nor. Beacon. 





Se 
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Blanks 33,000 30,466 75| Caponniers, store rooms, barracks, galleries, posterns,| Navar. The U.S. brig S ..* Mac, 
Mail locks, keys and stamps 12,000 5,036 03; magazines, &c., and the side walks in front of | Commander, sailed from New Wot ge Mondnrs th 
Mail depredations and spe- quarters and barracks, as well as other walks, | “est coast of Africa, calling xt Madeira. ‘T'h's vesse|.. 

cial agents 222,000 211,173 28] are sometimes paved with bricks or stones, or form- |" the squadron to be stationed on the coast for 1), 
Miscellaneous 7,000 58,369 53) ed of concrete. These surfaces must be preserved | SUPPression of the slave trade. E 


STATES OF THE UNION, 


MAINE. 
The state election took-place on the 12th inst. Full 
returns not yet received. 





MASSACHUSETTS. 
. tg legislature convened in extra session on the 7th 
inst. 
Governor Davis’ speech refers principally to the 
provisions of the aepermcntaant bill, which he rathe; 
disapproves, in so far as it diminishes the number of 
the house of representatives, and unduly enlarges the 
ratio of representation. 
_ He cordially approves the single district system, as 
just and truly republican. : 2 
He adverts with satisfaction to the treaty, and the 
settlement of the northeastern boundary; and eX poses 
the inconsistency of the president in his course as ty 
the public lands and the tariff. 
A bill was reported in the house for districting the 
state. | 
The Van Burenites at a state convention in Bos. 
ton, have nominated Marcus Morton for governor, and 
H. H. Childs for lieutenant governor. Seth Whit. 
marsh was president of the convention, and advocat- 
ed the claims of Marcus Morton, upon the ground 
of his sympathy with “Governor” Dorr, of Rhode 
Island, &c. 
The whig convention of delegates for the purpose 
of nominating candidates for the offices of governor 
and lieutenant governor for the next ensuing politics! 
year assembled at Faneuil Hall on the 14th inst. 


Govenor Davis communicated to the senate on th: 
13th a message furnishing information in relation {> 
the late rebellious proceedings in Rhode Island, an 
exposition of the course of the executive ij, respec! 
to the loan of arms, &c. . 


ee 


VERMONT. 


Erection. The annual election took place on the 
6th inst. There were three tickets run, whig, V. 8. 
abolition. Last year, three tickets were run, and the 
result was that neither of the candidates for governor 
had a majority of the whole number of votes. ani 
the choice devolved upon the legislature. Complete 
returns are not yet received of the present election, 
but the result is ascertained. The whig ticket has a 
majority over both the others, the present whig gov- 


ernor is re-elected, and there isa large majority of 


whigs elected to the legislature. 


oe 


NEW YORK. 

The Rochester Republican of the 30th ult. con- 
tains the following table, made up from assembly 
document, No. 61, for the present year to show the 
accumulation of the state debt from 1825 to 1842. 

















Lotal of state 
Am’t borrow-| Am'’t paid in | liabilities at 
Year.| edineach each year. the close of 
year. each year. 

1825 7,737,770 99 
1826 377,000 00 270,000 00) 7,844,770 99 
1827 500,000 00 94,615 00} 8,250,155 99 
1828 220,000 00 21,000 60) 8,450,155 99 
1829 387,000 00 333,942 99} 8,516,013 00 
1830 150,000 00 30,977 14) 8,635,035 86 
1831 240,263 00 9,653 00) 8,865,645 80 
1832 | 561,500 00 9,427,145 86 
1833 178,886 83) 1,566,310 03) 8,127,656 12 
1834 | 1,044,876 18 638,830 06) 8,584,525 69 
1835 129,453 01 782,169 58} 8,007,035 21 
1836 650,000 00 691,778 60; 8,005,785 75 
1837 919,973 63) 1,026,912 94) 7,954,114 45 
1838 | 4,350,761 54 365,011 17; 11,953,852 84 
1839 | 2,139,185 49 67,300 33) 14,025,738 00 
1840 | 4,497,297 90 138,139 91) 18,335,309 63 
1841 | 3 609,414 57 33,770 85) 21,960,953 40 
1842 | 3,814,182 00 10,544 76| 25,764 590 64 





‘‘With these facts before us, can we fail to recogise 


the necessity of curtailing the expenditures of the 
state? Let the people answer.” 


_ Leeistature. The following are resolutions of- 
fered by General Dix, protesting against the inter- 
ference of congress in ordering the election of mem- 
bers of congress by single districts, and which pass- 
ed both houses—the senate by 12 votes to 9, and the 
house of assembly by 72 votes to 292. 

_ Whereas, the congress of the United States, at it 
recent session, has passed a law entitled “an act fo 
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for the benefit of Jabor, but for the advantage of ca- 
pital. To tell an individual that you are protecting 
his rights whilst you are curtailing his liberty, is not 
a grosser insult to common sense, than to suggest to 
an intelligent people that their industry is protected 
by being taxed upon all they eat, drink, and wear, 
for the undisguished support of manufacturing capi- 
talists. 

Isthe blacksmith’s “industry” protected by a ta- 
riff which, raises the price of the commodity in 
which he works? 

1s the grazier’s “industry” protected by a tariff 
which makes him pay one dollar and twenty cents 
for an amount of salt which he heretofore purchas- 
ed for one dollar? 

Is the grain-grower’s ‘industry’ protected by a ta- 
riff upon the instruments of his husbandry? 

Is the mechanic’s “industry” protected by a tariff 
which increases the cost of his wife’s and children’s 
clothing? 

Is the “industry” of the helpless female protected 
by a tax upon tea, coffee, sugar, and the general ne- 
cessaries of life? 

Is the professional man’s “industry” proteeted by 
raising the prices of his books and professiona! in- 
struments’ 

Is the printer and book-binder’s ‘industry’ pro- 
tected by requiring them to pay sixteen millions for 
an amount of paper which without one could be 
bought for thirteen. 

Is the honest laboring man’s “‘industry” protected 
whilst he is made to contribute something towards 
the protection of others and nothing is contributed 
towards his own? 

In fine, is the “industry” of the great body of the 
community protected by taxing it for the benefit of | 
the few! If not, then where is the apology for the | 
passage of a tariff bill which legislates from the | 
American people the privilege of making their pur- | 
chases in the foe market, unaffected by the ar- | 
tificial influences of government interference. 








Bankine iv Onto. In considering this subject, | 
several facts present themselves in a shape pregnant | 
with imporiant lessons. Among them. it may not be | 
unimportant to specify the facts: 

Ist. That a paper currency is not essential to the 
transactions of the ordinary business of an agricultu- | 
ral state, but is required chiefly for the convenience | 
of the travelling and commercial portions of our’ 
people. | 

Qd.. ‘That in affording this convenience to a part, | 
the whole people have sustained a lossof half a' 
million. | 

3d... That the history of bank frands and explo- 
sions, since the first organization of government fur- | 
nishes no instance in which a bank offices sustained 
a loss. ‘ 

4th. That the sum of $21,000,000 is paid annually | 
to the banks of the United States, for the use of 
their notes—the paper eirculation of the country 
being estimated at $300,000,000, loancd al seven per 
cent. 

5th. That the interest of these loans goes exclu- 
sively to the bankers, and if*the same amount were. 
devoted yearly to the encouragement of a gold and 
silver circulation, more than one hundred millions 


would be added to our metallic basis every five years. , 
+ > ~ * x * * . 


Resolved, That while we approve of a tariff of im- | 
Osts, so graduated as to furnish a revenue sufficient | 
or the economical exercise of a iight and simple | 
government, together with incidental protection: 0 | 
our domestic manufactures, we will oppose all and | 
every attempt, come from what quarter it may, to} 
burthen the many for the special aggrandizement of | 
the few, and to rear and support a splendid govern- | 
ment on the ruins or an impoverished and enslaved | 

eople. 

“Feesolved, That in the words of a distinguished head | 

of the federal party, the “tariff question can be set- | 
tled in ten days,” and if the majority in congress | 
were as anxious to effect such settlement as they are | 
to “head Captain Tyler,” by passing ‘‘big bills” and ; 
‘Jittle bills,” which they know he will veto, it would 


have been settled long ere this—the wheels of go- | 


Benge vs. - ; 
vernment would have been set in motion—the in- 'so painful to us as that of announcing the departure | 


terests of the manufacturing and commercial por- 
tion of the country secured, and though last, not least 
in its effect upon our prosperity, congress would 
have adjourned, and the people been relieved from 
the burthen of supporting members ten months out 
of fourteen. 


Resolved, That we all concur in opposition to a 
national bank—-io a national debt—to a tariff essen- 
tially for protection—to internal improvements by 
the national government—to abolition—to disiribu- 
tion—to federalism in all its shapes—and that we al] 
agree to a reduction of expenditures—to reform in 
the currency, to administer reform in all departments 





ene 





of government—and to the maintenance of the Jeffer- 
sonian interpretation of the constitutional powers of 
the government. 

On the 3d instant ten thousand whigs assembled at 
Carthage, and nominated Clay and Davis for presi- 
dent and vice president. 


On the 24th August, a whig state convention as- 
sembled at Newark; there were present some 15,000 
people. Governor Corwin addressed the assembly. 
An address to the people of Ohio (from the pen of 
Mr. Perry of Columbus) was read, and also a letter 
from H. Clay. Addresses were delivered hy Messrs. 
Briggs, of Cuyahaga, Pugh, of Hamilton, and Tay- 
lor, of Ross. Resolutions (reported by Judge Spen- 
cer, of Cincinnati), were then read. Henry Clay was 


nominated for the presidency, and John Davis for the 
vice presidency. 


Exection. The election in Ohio takes place on 
the second Tuesday in Octovber—this year the 11th 
of the month. The papers represent the activity of 
the whigs as fully equal to that of 1840, and immense 
mass meetings have been held in many portions of 
the state, at which the people attend by thousands.— 
The last meeting we have noticed is one held at 
Chilicothe, at which over seven thousand persons 
were present who addressd by governor Corwin, and 
other citizens. The Columbus Journal, referring to 
the proceedings, says that it surpassed any thing seen 
even in 1840. 

The next legislature will have to elect a senator of 
the U. States, in the place of Mr. Allen whose term 
expires on the 4th{March next, and also to appor- 
tion the state into congressional districts. 





WISKONSAN. 
Gov. Doty, of Wiskonsan territory, has issued his 
proclamation, in pursuance of the organic laws of 
that territory, requiring the people to vote, at the 


ed and pious parents with the truthful and heaven}, 
doctrines of the meek Jesus, in all her actions, wit), 
whatever sphere in life connected, self was forgottey 
by her, and the good of others alone remembered. 
which won for her wherevershe was known the luv: 
and esteem of all. , 

The pure spirit which animated her to such virtu- 
ous and exemplary deeds fled to the bosom of its Gad 
at eight o’clock on Saturday night. 


OPFrricraL. . 
Washington, Sept. 12, 1842. 
In consequence of the death of the wife of the pre- 
sident of the United States, the doors of the various 
departments will be closed, after 12 o’clock, for the 
remainder of the day. 


From the National Intelligencer of 13th. 


Mrs. Tyxier’s Funerat. The funeral ceremony 
for the late lamented consort of the president of th. 
United States took place at the president’« mansion 
yesterday at 4 o’clock, according to the previous an- 
nouncement. Divine service was performed on the 
occasion by the rev. Mr. Hawley, in the presence of 
a large and most respectable assembly of sympathiz- 
ing friends, among whom were a number of members 
of congress and all the principal officers of govern- 
ment. The corporate councils and chief officers of 
the city also attended, in pursuance of formal resolu- 
tion. 

The remains of the deceased are to be conveyed to 
Virginia to-day, for interment in the family burying- 
ground, 

From the Madisonian of 13th. 


The president of the United States, attended by se- 
veral members of his family, left the city this morn- 
ing, in attendance on the mortal remains of Mrs. Le- 
titia Tyler. 

Mrs. Tyler was stricken with paralysis nearly four 
yearsago. The blow was extremely severe, and al- 
though by the kind altentions bestowed on her, under 





election to be held on the 4th Monday of next month, 


ment for the state of Wiskonsan. 


IOWA. 


for or against the formation of a permanent govern-| the direction of able physicians, she was placed in a 


condition of comparative comfort, yet her frame was 
greatly shattered, and her health rendered evermore 
precarious. The loss of her speech, to a great ex- 





Abstract of votes. official, given for and against a 
convention, at an election held in the territory of 
lowa, on the ist Monday of August, 1842, under the 
act to provide for the expression of the opinion of 


| the territory, as to taking preparatory steps for their 


admission into the Union. 


Convention. Vo Convention. 


Des Moines county, 540 902 
Scott a 167 349 
Henry rt 299 613 
Lee . 663 705 
Johnson ” 258 2977 
Cedar ” 165 199 
Muscatine - 206 987 
Jones " 124 
Clinton és 93 98 
Linn a 145 270 
Washington “ 187 394 
Louisa sé 293 309 
Jackson 6s 136 25 
Dubuque é 115 477 
Clayton “ 39 107 
| Jefierson 6 340 542 
Van Buren ,' 553 847 
4,129 6,825 

4,129 

Majority against convention 2 696 


Hawkeye of September 1. 
The Iowa City Standard of the 20th. states that 
the council consits of 7 whigs, 5 V. B., 1 conservative 
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Deatu or Mrs. Tyzer. 


OBITUA RY. From the Nutional Intelligencer of 
12th Sep. There is no part of our professional duty 


from this life of individuals of honorable and envia- 
ble repute, and whose personal virtues render their 
deaths deeply afflictive dispensations to a large and 
allectionate family, and to a wide circle of relatives 
and friends. 

Such is the duty which we have now to perform, 
oi announcing the death of Mrs. Leriria Tyzer; 
wife of the president of the United States. 


tent, was one of the unhappy effects of this attack, 
| while her system was so much enfeebled as to rende: 
| the seclusion of her chamber indispensably necesss- 
| ry. She had therefore to forego, to a great extent, 
|the enjoyment of those social circles which she had 
| previously adorned. Her family have continually 
| watched over her with the greatest anxiety; and Dr. 
| Thomas has been almost a daily visitant at the pre- 
sident’s mansion for many months. It was seen that 
iher system was gradually giving way to the cruel 
disease under which she labored, but no apprehen- 
sions of an early dissolution were anticipated, unti 
Friday, the 9th instant, when Dr. Sewell was called 
‘in as advising physician. She continued thereafier 
rapidly to decline, until 8 o’clock on Saturday night, 
| when she breathed her last, surrounded by her sor- 
rowing family and relatives. 
|¢ Mrs. Tyler was the daughter of Robert Christian, 
_of the county of New Kent, Virginia, who enjoyed, 
| during a long life, the confidence and esteem of ai! 
| who knew him, and served for many years as a mem- 
ber of the Virginia legislature. She was born o1 
the 13th November, 1790—was married to the pre- 
' sident on the 29th March, 1813—became a member 
of the Protestant Episcopal church, in which she was 
‘baptised in early infancy—and died in the 52d year 
of her age. Her end was quiet and tranquil, like 
one falling from weariness: into profund slumber, ex- 
_hibiting a mind at rest with itself, and a heart of vir- 
tue. Indeed, in tirg, she was. in every respect, as 
has been most truly remarked in the Intelligencer— 
“a wife—a mother and a christian—loving and con- 
 fiding to her husband—gentle and affectionate to her 


1 & 


|-—the house of 12 whigs, 12 V. B., 2 conservatives. | children—kind and charitable to the needy and the 


| afflicted.” In death she sleeps the sleep of the righ- 
'teous and the beloved of heaven.” 


The president, after paying these last sad rites to 
her remains, will, we learn, pass a few days with his 
‘daughter, Mrs. Semple, in the county of New Kent, 


_ and then take up his abode at the Rip-raps, for the 


purpose of seclusion and repose. 
General Hunter, the marshal, Mr. Fendall, distric! 
attorney, General Mason, Mr. Nutt, General Eaton, 


Major Dade, &c. will accompany the remains of 


Mrs. Tyler as pall bearers. The secretaries of go- 


, vernment, and others, will also attend the remains to 
|New Kent co. Virginia. 


_———— 


THE BRITISH AND AMERICAN MAIL 


This most estimable lady was, in life, more truly STEAMERS. The performances of these vessels 


than we can represent her in words, a wife, a mo-! have just been brought under notice in an official 
ther, and a christian—loving and confiding to her form, and we give the particulars as published in the 
busband—gentle and affectionate to her children— | Nautical Magazine. The ships are the property of 
kind and charitable to the needy and the afflicted.— ' the British and North American Royal Mail Steam- 
Deeply impressed in carly life by her highly respect-' packet company. The designing of the vessels and 
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the management of them from the commencement | 
have been conducted by gentlemen in Glasgow and 
Liverpool. The contractors for carrying the mails 
io North America are 8. Cunard, of Halifax; George 
Burns, of Glaagow; and David M’Iver, of Liverpoo!. 

The Nautical. Magazine, observes: ‘‘We lay be- 
fore our readers, from an authentic source, a state- 
ment of the time occupied in making the passages 
hetween Liverpool and Halifax, being all those 
made by this successful line since its commencement 
to the month of June last. The document is a most 
important one in steam navigation, first, as not only 
showing the certainty of a quick communication 
across the Atlantic at all times of the year, but at, 
the average rate at which it may be made. The | 
passage out give 7.66 miles per hour, while that 
home (influenced by prevailing winds and currents) 
gives 9.3 miles. 

“The mean between these may be taken as the 
average speed obtained at sea, or what may be call-| 
ed the sea-rate. In this case the sea-rate is 8.53 ms. | 
per hour. It will be seen in our volume for 1837, p. 
352, that the sea-rates of the Atalanta and Berenice, 
in those comparatively early days of steam naviga- 
tion, varied from 6 to 95 miles, the average of all 
given being 7; miles. When it is considered that the 














passages of the British and North American line 


have been made across the stormy Atlantic, while | 
those above quoted were at least two-thirds of them, | 


in moderate latitudes, there is every reason to con- 
gratulate the proprietors on the result.” 





Passages to and from Liverpool and Halifax of the Brii- 
ish and North American Royal Mail Steam-ships, from 
July 4, 1840, to Jume 4, 1842. 
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> ; 
S Sailed from Passage. 
Ships’names, <5 Liverpool. 
Z Out. | Heme. 
1840. See Taper BE 
Britannia, 1 July 4 12 10 10 
Acadia, 1 August 4:18 ; 4, 11... 0 
Britannia, 2 September 4 11 1 11 3 
Caledonia, 1 do. DD. we. do. Bi 
Acadia, 2 October 4° ue 8 3-4 
Britannia, 3 do. 2) it. WS. u.. 7 
Caledonia, 2 Nov. cun@min @ 
Acadia, 3 Dee. 4 14 17 #1 16 
1841. 
Columbia, 1 Jan. S 12. 8.2 ..8 
Britannia, 4 Feb. C32 “9 mm“ ¢ 
Caledonia, 3 March 4 14 O 10 18 
Acadia, 4 do. 20 16 13 12 #18 
Columbia, 2 April oe ae ee 
Britannia, > ao. Se. .50) Be. ee oe 
Caledonia, 4 May 412 6 10 18 
Acadia, 5 do. 19 11 23 10 15 
Columbia, 3 June . — a ee. 2 
Britannia, 6 do. wv = Sloe. US 
Caledonia, 5 July ae) et ee 
Acadia, 6 do. a 10.3 9 
Columbia, 4 August 4aresn i 
Britannia, 7 “a. 19 11° 20 Tl 23 
Caledonia, 6 Sept. ¢ "Is" a. ho 
\cadia, > a se fe 2 he 
Columbia, 5 Oct. 5 13 19 10 2&6 
Britannia, 8 do. ah “34 "6: 12 G 
Caledonia, 7 Nov. 4°°18 “20 “il 2 
Acadia, 8 do. YS to it's 
Columbia, 6 Dec. 4 14 $17 11 17 
1842. 
Britannia, 9 Jan. 4 rs ur “se 
Caledonia, 8 Feb. 4 p. bk 
Acadia, 9 do. ye 3° 8 18's 
Columbia, 7 March 4°20 If IS 
Britannia, 10 April > 12 2 10 14 
Caledonia, 8 April 19 13 21 10 18 
Acadia, 10 May 4 14 18 10 8 
Columbia, 8 May 19 11 23°69 (17 
Britannia, 11 June 4 ll 17 10 10 





Average passage by chronometer—west 13 days 6 
hours—east 11 days 3 hours. 





THE FIRST STEAMSHIP THAT EVER 
CROSSED THE ATLANTIC. It seems at last 
to have been settled that the honor of having origi- 
nated and carried out the design of trans-marine 
steam navigation was an enterprize of private Ame- 
rican gentlemen who fitted out a vessel from Savan- 
nah, Ga., about twenty years since. ‘The Savannah 
Georgian of a Jate date, gives an account of the 
whole undertaking. The vessel which was called 
the Savannah, was built in New York, and her iron 
works were manufactured at Elizabethtown, N. J. 
After several trips coastwise, she sailed for Liver- 
pool, on the 20th of May, 1819. After performing 
the voyage, she sailed up the Baltic to St. Peters- 
burg, where she was visited by the emperor and oth- 
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er distinguished personages. In October she return- 
ed to America, encountering a heavy gale in fhe 
North sea, which she rode cut with safety. She 
reached Savannah on the 30th of November, and 
thence proceeded to Washington city, where she was 
greatly admired. ‘There it was said to be the design 
of Capt. Rogers her commander, to offer her to the 
government as a dispatch or revenue cutter. The 
government, however, did tot purchase, and after 
sometime she was sold to pay expenses, she being} 
thought to be at Icast fifteen years in advance of the | 
age. Her steam machinery was taken out, and she | 
was converted into a sailing packet, and was ulti- | 
mately lost, off Long Island. She was built by the} 
“Savannah steamship company,” and was of 300) 
tons burden, rigged like a ship, and having paddles | 
which could be shipped or unshipped as occasion re-| 
quired. So much for the first steamship that ever! 
crossed the Atlantic. 

The Hartford Courant speaking of this says: “One 
day this week we had the pleasure of seeing a beau- 
tiful gold snuff box, with the following inscription 
on the inside of the lid: 

‘‘Presented by Sir Thomas Graham, Lord Lyn- 
dock, to Stevens Rogers, sailing master of the steam | 
ship Savannah, at St. Petersburg, Oct. 10th, 1819.” 

“On the top of the box is a representation of the 
royal palace at St. Petersburg, and the equestrian | 
statue of Peter the Great, on the reverse the Rus- 
sian coatof arms. Lord Lyndock was a British no- | 
bleman—he was a passenger in the Savannah from | 
Stockholm to St. Petersburg, and after his arrival | 
there made his complimentary present to Capt. Ro-| 
gers. The latter is now master of the sloop Alex-| 
der, which plies between this port and New London, | 
at which place he resides.” 














~ | THE TREATY OF WASHINGTON. 


We pre- 
| sume that there is not a single reader of this paper 
| who will not on perusing the following letter from 
| Mr. Attorney general Leearg, in reply to an invita- 
| tion to the Ashburton dinner, admire, with us, its 


| truly philanthropic spirit, and its truly patriotic sen- | 


timents. | National Intelligencer. 

| Washington, August 29, 1842. 

| Grnriemen: I have had the honor to receive your 
letter of the 25th instant, inviting me to a public 
| dinner, to be given by merchants and other citizens 
of New York to the right hon. lord Asngeurron, on 
Thursday, the first September. 


Be pleased to accept my thanks for your kindness 
cumstances will not permit me to profit by it. 


expressing the seuse I entertain of the admurable 
temper and judgment, the clear, candid and conci- 
liatory spirit, that have marked the whole conduct 
of your distinguished guest in the management of a 
_ discussion as delicate and complicated as it has ever 





1] | fallen to the lot of any single diplomatist to conduet, | ¢, 
91 | it would have afforded me the highest pleasure to | 


|share with you in the gratulations befitting so aus- 
| picious an occasion. It has been his good fortune, I 
| trust, to succed in making not merely a treaty of 
| peace, buta peace independent of all treaty—a peace 
| in the hearts of two great nations—and by inspiring 
feelings of mutual confidence and respect, in at once 
removing the causes of any immediate rupture, and 
diminishing infinitely the chances of any future col- 
lision. 

If I do not greatly overrate the importance of this 
event, it will mark an era in the history of diplomatic 
intercourse and of publie law. The mere etiquette, 
the unmeaning mystery and mummoeries of negotia- 
tions were dispensed with, and questions in which 
the peace of the world and the independence of na- 
tions were deeply concerned, have been discussed 
with the calm and sober raason, the strict and search- 
ing analysis, the gravity, directness and simplicity of 
purpose, that belonged to the severest judicial in- 
vestigation. 

The two high contracting parties ‘“‘sought peace 
in the spirit of peace,” and they have found it in the 
clear and immutabie principles of international law, 
and the plain rules of justice and good faith. 


I will not permit myself to doubt for a moment 
that a treaty conceived in such a spirit, and founded 
on such a basis, will be equally beneficial and ac- 
ceptable to ail concerned in it. 

‘To us, whose federal government, were it ever so 
imperfect in other respects, would be merely as a 
guaranty of internal quiet—a blessing beyond all 
price—who have by this means, sheathed forever 
the sword as an arbiter between states, and conse- 
crated, so to speak, a whole continent to a pérpetual 
peace and the reign of the law, every prospect of 
diffusing the same spirit among independent powers, 
in their intercourse with one another, ought to be 
peculiarly a subject for rejoicing. 





and the assurance of very sincere regret that cir-| 


Were it only to have an opportunity of publicly | 


1 will with your permission, embody these senti- 
ments in the language of one of the most illustrious 
ornaments of our commoh mother tongue. I will 
give you as my fervent wish— , 

“A speedy diffusion among nations of a profound 
respect for the laws of nations—that law of which, 
more than any other, it may be said that ‘her seat is 
the bosom of God, and her voice the harmony of the 
world.’ ” 

I have the honor to be, with sentiments of the 
highest consideration, gentlemen, your obliged and 
obedient servant, H. S. LEGARE. 

To Messrs. James D. P. Ogden, James G. King, and 

others, committee, &c. 


eee ree 


THE TREATY. The Halifax Post speaks in the 
following terms of the reeent treaty: “The an- 
nouncement will be received in the United Kingdom 
with general manifestations of gladness. Every Bri- 
ton will rejoice that the disputes between two great 
nations, both peopled by tbe descendants of the 
Saxon race, are at an end, and that a feverish excite- 
ment and apprehension of a war has been succeeded 
by a treaty, firmly cementing the bonds of peace and 
friendship. 

“Lord Ashburton has been eminently successful. 
He has secured peace by a treaty—-agreeable to the 
Americans—satisfactory to every colonist—honora- 
ble and advantageous to Great Britain.” 

“We never expected so auspicious a termination 
to his diplomacy-—-the event has startled us with dis- 
appointment—and it is a disappointment that pro- 
duces enthusiam and delight.” 

ARMED OCCUPATION OF FLORIDA. The 
act providing for this undertaking having become a law, 
We annex a synopsis of Ils provisions. 

Sec. 1. Any head of a family or single man 18 years 
of age, capable of bearing arms, who has made, or with- 
ina year from the passage of the ect, shall make an 
actual settlement in Florida south of the line dividing 
townships 9 and 10'S, and east of the base line, shall be 
entitled to one quarter section of land on these condi- 
tions—Ist, of taki: a permit from the land office deserib- 
ing his location; 2d, five years residence; 3d, the erec- 
tion of a house fit for the habitation ef man, and the 
| clearing, enclosing and cultivating five acres of land, 
idan actual residence thereon for 4 years; and 4th, 
that npon proofof compliance with these conditions, a 
patent shall issue to him for the lands. 

Ii. provides a mode of settling controversies 
where two persuis or mnvre may lave made the same lo- 
cation. 

Sec. IIL. No right of location under this act, within 
two miles of any military post, established and garrison- 
led at the period of settlement. : 
| See. IV. forbids and annuls all transactions of ever 
| sort for the transter sale or gift of such landa, aud all 
i liens thereon, before the issuing ot the patent. 

i; See. V. assures to the widow, or heir-at-law of any 

settler dving before 5 years, or befure his patent is ob- 

‘tamed, the benefit of such setdemeut. 

|} See. VI. In case the sixteenth section be settled he- 

fore actual survey, the Schoo! Commissioners shall select 

| other lands in licu of the sixteenth. 

| Sec. VIL Not exceeding 200,000 acres to be taken 

'up under this ac’. 

| Sec. VILL. The President of the United States may, 
at any time, On giving six months notice, suspend all 

further setiement under this act. 

See. IX. ‘The Commiissioner of the General Land 
Office, before ist February, 1844, to report to Congress 
he name of everv setter under this act. 


* 
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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTICE OF BENJAMIN 
WRIGHT. Under the obituary head a few days 
ago, was the simple announcement that Benjamin 
Wright-died on a certain day, and the reader’s eye 
probably glanced from the record without any other 
impression than that one moftal more had ceased to 
live. 

Yet are there few names in our modern domestic 
history more deservingof some especial mention 
than that of Benjamin Wright. 

Born at a period when free minds were preparing 
the great struggle of independence, and springing 
up into manhood at the period of the fearful contest 
which made us a nation, the young Wright’s charac- 
ter could not but partake of the vigor and hardihood 
of the times. 

He was born in the town of Weathersfield, Con- 
necticut, on 10th October, 1776, of humble parents, 
whose utmost means could alford him no education 
beyond that of a few months’ schooling during the 
winter at common school, 

But he had within him the strong impulse that tri- 
umphs over ordinary obstacles. He early and spe- 
cially addicted himself to the career of a surveyor, 
and at the age of nineteen, prevailed upon his pa- 
rents to remove from Connecticut to the new region, 
first then opening to settlement in the state of New 
York. They removed accordingly to Fort Stanwix, 
now Rome, the then verge of civilization. 

A log cabin was soon constructed to receive the 
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pilgrims, and then began the career of Benjamin 
Wright. He was constantly called upon as surveyor, 
and thus early trained to the work he afterwards so 
honorably aided in accomplishing the great Erie ca- 
nal. Favorably known by his labors through the 
western part of the state, he was by his fellow citi- 
zens of Oneida county elected to the legislature in 
1804, and again in 1807-8. It was in this last period 
that associated with General McNeil and Judge For- 
man, of Onondaga, the feasibility of a canal through 
the Mohawk valley, and to connect the waters of 
Erie with those of the ocean was often discussed, 
and then it was that Judge Forman moved, and Mr. 
Wright seconded a resolution that laid the founda- 
tion of that great work. 

In 1810, canal commissioners were appointed, 
who examined the route between the lake and the 
Hudson, and reported in favor of a canal unbroken 
through the whole distance by Jocks on an inclined 

lane of six inches tothe mile. Their report was re- 
erred to Mr. Wright and Mr. Geddes, who reported 
against it. The war with Great Britain intervening 
prevented any progress in, while giving irresistable 
evidence of the necessity of such a work of internal 
navigation; but in 1816 a canal board was efficiently 
organized. and Judge Geddes and Mr. Wright were 
charged with constructing the canal—the former 
with the western, the latter with the eastern section, 
and from that time forth the work proceeded under 
the direction of these native engineers, to its final 
and triumphant completion in 1825. 

It were “glory enough” to be associated as one of 
the chief constructors and directors, with sucha 
work, but that was not by any means the only title 
of Mr. Wright to be remembered as one of the 
chief benefactors to the cause of internal improve- 
ments. His success on the Erie canal, and the ge- 
nerous testimony invanably borne by De Witt Clin- 
ton to his skill and abilities, caused him to be ap- 
plied to from all partsof the United States, from 
Canada, and from Cuba for aid and advice in con- 
structing public works. He became in suecession 
either consuiting or chief engimeer to the following 
works: 

The Farmington canal in Connecticut; the Bla:k- 
stone canal in Rhode 
Ohio canal; the canal from Richmond, Va.; tbe 
Chesapeake and Delaware canal; the Delaware and 
Hudson canal, the Harlem rail road co.; the Wel- 
land canal in Canada; the Y. York andErie rail road; 
the Tioga and Chemung rail road, and the Chicago 
and I}linois river canal. 

In 1835 he was invited to Cuba to consult as toa 
rail road for Havanna to the interior of the island, 
and his approval of the projected roan and of the 
reconnaissance thathad been made, decided its con- 
struction. : 

At the period of his death, at 71 years of age, he 
was stil! active in the service of the James River 
and Kanawha co. in Virginia. In all the various 
enterprises which he was connected with, he sus- 
tained the same reputation of zeal, industry and pro- 
bity, avoiding the reality and even escaping the sus- 
picion of ever using the opportunities afforded him 
by his station to any undue advancement of his own 
fortunes. 

H lived and died an honest man, as he was a solid 
benefactor of his country, and an active promoter of 
that great interest which promotes ali cthers—inter- 
nal improvement. 

It was not meet, that such a name should descend 
unheralded to the tomb, and therefore in this hasty 
record of his career we have endeavorel to fix on 
it the attention and the respect of his fellows. 

[W. ¥. American. 
> 

FULTON’S STEAM BOAT, 1807. ln Decein- 
ber 1806, Fulton arrived in New York, and in the 
following spring, notwithstanding the pecuniary and 
mechanical obstacles opposed to his pre ject, had 
coupleted his vessel, and i August had the salisfac- 
tion of seeing her moved by her machinesy from the 
East river to the Jersey shore. 

“And nothing,” says Colden, “‘cculd exceed the 
surprise and admiration of ali who W itnessed the ex- 
peranent. The minds of the most incredulous were 
changed in a few minutes—Dbetore the boat had made 
the progress of a quartér of a mile, the greatest un- 
behever must have been converted. 
while be looked on the expensive machine, thanked 
his stars that he had more wisdom than to waste his 
mopey in such idie schemes, changed the expression 
of his features as the boat moved \\ 005 ihe » harf and 
gained her speed; has Compiocent sinele gradually 
stiffened into an expression .f wonder—the jeers of 
the ignorant, who had neilner setise por fecilng en- 
ough lo repress their Comiemptliots ridicule and rude 
jokes, were Silenced lor the moment by a vu ar as- 
Lote iaabbe tat, Wate rr de; rived thea: A) thi j er of 
utterance, till the trumph of Genius extorted from 





i the incredulous multitude, which crowded the shores 


sland; the Ohesapeake and | 


The nian, who, | 


shouts and acclamations of ecngratulations and ap- 
plause.” Though her performance for exceeded the 
expectation of his friends, Fulton perceived that there 
was error in the constuction of her water wheels— 
he lessened the diameter, so that they did not dip so 
deep into the water, and it was manifest that the al- 
teration had, tended to increase the speed. 

‘The famed vessel, which was named the Cler- 
mont, soon after sailed for Albany; and on her first 
voyage arrived at her destination without any acci- 
dent. She excited the astonishment of the inhabi- 
tants of the shores of the Hudson, many of whom 
had not even heard even of the engine, much less of 
the steamboat. There were many descriptions of 
the effects of her first appearance upon the people of 
the banks of the river. Some of these were ridi- 
culous, but some of them were of such a character 
as nothing, but an object of real grandeur could 
have excited. She was described by some, who 
had indistintinctly seen her passing in the night, to 
those who had not a view of her, as a monster mov- 
ing on the waters, defying the wind and tide, and 
breathing flames and smoke.” 

“She had the most terrific appearance from other 
vessels, which were navigating the river when she 
was making her passage. The first steamboats, as 
others yet do, used dry pine wood for fuel, which 
sends fourth a column of ignited vapor, many feet 
above the flue, and whenever the fire is stirred, a gal- 


ee 


and two stripes to the flag was owing to the admis. 
sion of Vermont and Kentucky into the Union, the 
former on the 4th of March, 1791—the latter on the 
Ist of June, 1792. 

: By another act of congress in 1821, (we believe) 
it was provided that from and after the following 
fourth of July, the flag of the United States should 
consist of thirteen horizontal stripes, and the Union 
be composed of twenty stars. The same act also 
provided, that on the admission of every new state 
into the Union, one star should be added to the flag— 
which addition shall take effect on the 4th of July 
then next succeeding such admission. Of course the 
present flag of the United States consists of thirteen 
stripes and twenty-six stars. By this regulation the 
stripes represent the number of states, by whose va. 
lor and resources American Independence was a- 
chieved—while the additional stars mark the in- 
crease of the states since the adoption of the pre- 
sent constitution. { Boston Courier. 


ANCIENT AND MODERN AQUEDUCTS.— 
The firemen of the city of New York have chosen 
the 10th of September, the anniversary of Perry's 
victory on Lake Erie, to celebrate the achievement 
of the Croton Aqueduct, the most perfect and effi- 
cient structure of the kind of ancient or modern 
times. Although contrivances for the conveyance of 
water from distant sources, for the supply of cities, 





axy of sparks fly off, which in the night have an airy, | 
brilliant. and beautiful appearance. The uncommon: 
light first attracted the attention of the crews of) 
other vessels. Notwithstanding the wind and tide 
were adverse to its approach they saw with aston- 
ishment that it was rapidly coming towards them; 
and when it came so near, that the noise of the ma- 
chinery and the paddles was heard, the crews, in| 
some instances, shrunk beneath their decks from the 
terrific sight; and others left their vessels to go on 
shore, while others prostrated themselves and be- 
sought Providence to protect them from the approach 
of the horrible monster which was marching on the| 
tides, and Jighting its path by the fires which it 
vomited.” 





JOHN FITCH. We learn that Miss Leslie, of 
this city, is preparing a biographical memoir of the 
celebrated John Fitch, to whom the world is indebt-| 
ed, ina great measure at least, for one of the most | 
important modern discoveries. Mr. Noah Webster, | 
in a letter to the editor of Graham’s Magazine, | 
States that Fitch was born in East Windsor, Conn., | 
that in early life he was apprenticed to Mr. Cheney, | 
a watch and clock maker, of East Hartford, and he | 
conceived the project of steam navigation in 1785. | 
Mr. Webster adds: | 

“He built his boat in 1787. In my diary I have! 
noted that I visited the boat, lying at the wharf in’ 
the Delaware, on the ninth day of February, 1787. 
The governor and council were so much gratified 
with the success of the boat that they presented Mr. ' 
Fitch with a superb flag. About the time the com-| 
pany aiding Mr. Fitch sent him to France, at the re- 
quest of Mr. Vail, our consul at L’Orient, who was 
of the company. But this was when France begun 
to be agitated by the revolution, and nothing in fa- 
vor of Mr. Fitch was accomplished; he therefore 
returned. Mr. Vail afterwards presented to Mr. Ful- 
ton for examination the papers of Mr. Fitch, containing 
| his scheme of steam navigation. After Mr. Fitch 
returned to this country, he addressed a etter to Mr. 
| Rittenhouse, in which he predicted that in time the 

Atlantic would be crossed by steam power: he complain- 
ed of his poverty, and urged Mr. Rittenhouse to buy 
| his land in Kentucky, for raising funds to complete 
| his scheme. But he obtained no efficient aid. Dis- 
| appointed in his efforts to obtain funds, he resorted 
| to indulgence in drink; he retired to Pittsburgh, and 
finally ended his life by plunging into the Allegany. 
| His books and papers he bequeathed to the Phila- 
'delphia library, with the injunction that they were 
|to remain closed for thirty years. At the end of 
that period, the papers were opened, and found to 
_contain a minute account of his perplexities and dis- 
appointments.” 

The memoir of such a man from the pen of Miss 
Leslic, cannot but possess the deepest interest. 

[ Penn. Inquirer. 








FLAG OF THE UNITED STATES. The flag 
of the United States was first designated by con- 
gress, in a resolution, passed June 14, 1777. Accord- 
ing to that resolution, it was to consist of thirteen 
horizontal stripes, alternate red and white; and the 
Union was to be thirteen stars, white in a blue field, 
representing a new constellation. 

By an act of January 14, 1794, the stripes and stars 








were both to be fifteen m number, to take effect from 
the first of May, 1795. This addition of two stars 


are of great antiquity, we have no accounts of aque- 
ducts properly so called, till the time of the Romans. 
The city of Samos, says Herodotus, was supplied 
with water by piercing a hill 900 feet in height, by 
a tunnel 4,000 feet long 8 feet high and 8 feet broad. 


'In Egypt, in Babylon and in Judea, works of consi- 


derable extent were constructed for the conveyance 
of water. The Romans were celebrated for their 
aqueducts, which were not confined to the capital, 
but were constructed at many of their most impor- 
tant cities in Europe, Asia and Africa, the remains 
of which are still seen. That of Segovia, in Spain, 
built ia the time of Trajan, is a magnificent work, 
consisting of double rows of arches, 109 in number, 
according to Malte Brun, the largest of which are 
nearly 90 feet in height from the ground to the con- 
duit, and wholly consisting of enormous stones join- 
ed together without mortar, by which water has 
been conveyed into the town for seventeen hundred 
years. 

The neighborhood of Rome is distinguished by a 
long series of these almost imperishable memorials 
of her ancient magnificence. Some of them are 
still in use, and others, though in a state of ruin, are 
among the greatest ornaments of Italy. Some idea 
may be had of the extent and importance of these 
works, from the fact that the city, containing a popu- 
lation of four millions, was supplied with water from 
sources varying from thirty to sixty miles in distance, 
and that at one period no less than twenty aqueducts 
brought as many streams across the wide plain in 
which the city stands. Artificial channels, winding 
along the hills and mountains, and tunnels through 
interposing barriers, led the water the greater por- 
tion of the distance; but the aqueduct was required 
to cross the valleys, and to conduct the stream from 
the surrounding hills to the walls of the eternal city. 
In some places their manner of construction required 
arches of 200 feet height, and one®aqueduct is said 
to have consisted of nearly 7,000 arches, in many 
places more than one hundred feet high. There is 
nothing more interesting, or more really beautiful, 
says a writer on this subject, in the existing ruins 
of ancient Rome, than the remains of these splendid 
works, which radiate in almost every direction, and 
run across the almost level plain, out of which its 
hills arise in long arcaded series, whose simplicity 
and long unbroken continuity produces a degree of 
grandeur unmatched by the more labored and more 
pretending works within the walls. The city is 
still abundantly supplied with water by three of 
these ancient aqueducts, which have undergone 
repairs and restorations by the direction of the 
popes. The Agua Virginia and Agua Felice are the 
principal. 

Of the most celebrated aqueducts of modern times 
are that of Caserta in Naples and of Maintenon in 
France, begun by Louis XIV, in 1684, to carry from 
the river Eure to Versailles, but abandoned in 1688. 
This was designed to have been the most stupend- 
ous aqueduct in the world; the whole length contem- 
plated was 60,000 fathoms; the bridge 2,070 fathoms, 
consisting of 632 arches 220 feet high. There is also 
a ae aqueduct at Bemfica, near Lisbon, in Por 
tugal. 

The Croton aqueduct greatly surpasses any of the 
above structures, both in magnitude and perfection. 
There is no useless display of gigantic arches and 
enormous stones, but the whole is a beautiful monu- 
ment of the perfection to which the art has arrived 
at this day—simple, efficient, and durable. It may 
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> admis. not present so imposing a front to the vulgar, but to} A COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF DUTIES ON the most important articles as imposed by the acts of 
Hon, the the engineer and the man of science, it has an air 1816, 1824, 1828, 1832, and by the law recently passed, 1842. 
ron the ~ of grandeur and sublimity, arising from the vastness 
of its design and the justness of its proportions.— DUTIES BY THE SEVERAL ACTS oF 
believe) The main trunk is 40 miles in length, wholly com- 
tes osed of masonry, 6! feet wide, and 9 feet high.— NAMES OF ARTICLES. ‘ ae 
| Should he walls are 3 feet thick, cemented into solid rock. 
e Union The grand reservoir at the head of the aqueduct is 1816. 1824. 1828. | 1832. | 1842. 
act also caused by a dam of stone work 40 feet high and 70 
bw state broad, thrown across the Croton river, forming an | Flannels, bookings, and baizes square yard) 25 p.c.) 25 p.c.| 14 16 14 
e flag— expanse of water 500 acres in extent, sufficient to Carpeting, Brussels, &c. ‘ ‘ we 25 p.c.} 50 70 63 55 
of July supply any emergency. Carpeting, Venitian, &c. ‘ " 25 p.c.| 25 40 35 30 
urse the The trunk is carried over valleys and streams, | Carpeting, floor cloth, patent, . oo! 30 p.c.| 30 p.c.| 50 43 35 
thirteen through hills and barriers of solid rock, affording | Oil cloth furniture, ‘ : ; oe 15 p.c.| 30 p.c.} 25 12} 10 
ion the opportunities to the engineer for the display of skill} Cotton bagging, . ‘ > P 20 p. c. 3} 5 34 4 
hose va. and taste, which has been improved with very happy | Vinegar, , ° ; , gallon 15 p. c. 8 8 8 8 
was a. effect. For instance, the bridge which crosses the | Beer in casks, ‘ , . ; “ 10 15 15 15 15 
the in- Sing Sing creek is a single eliptical arch of 80 feet| Beer in bottles, ; : ‘ és 15 20 20 20 20 
he pre- span, and 100 feet above the stream. The bridge | Oil, fish, &c. , , ‘ : a“ ~ ~ - 15 
murver’. - across Harlem river is 1,300 feet in length, 116 feet | Oil, olive, : : ; ; 6 25 25 25 | 25 20 
above high water, and cost nearly $800,000. Sleepy | Oil, castor, ‘ ; R ; we 15 40 40 , 40 40 
CTS.— Hollow is also spanned by a series of graceful arches, | Oil, linseed, ; ; an ‘ aad 15 25 25 25 25 
chosen | and the valley of Clendenning is passed at an eleva- | Oil, rapeseed, ; ; ; ‘ 6 15 25 25 25 25 
Perry's ' tion of 40 feet, affording carriageways and footpaths | Sugar, brown, . : ; ‘ pound 3 3 3 23 24 
-vement over its arches. At Manhattanville the work is car- Sugar, white clayed, : : 6 4 4 4 33 44 
ind effi- | ried through the hill by a tunnel, and under the val- | Sugar, loaf, : ° : ; “3 12 12 12 12 6 
modern ley by pipes descending 105 feet. This mode of cross- ; Sugar, candy, ‘ . . : _ 12 12 12 12 4 
ance of ing valleys, it is believed, the Romans never attempt- , Sugar, Jump and other refined, ; ee 10 10 10 10 6 
f cities, ed, but carried the stream at a pitch of from one! Sugar, sirup, ‘ R R ” 15 p.c.| 15 p.c.) 15 p.c.i 2 5 
of aque- inch to half a foot to the hundred feet, and where | Chocolate, : ; ; 3 e 4 4 4 4 
tomans. _ the force of the current was too great, it was over-| Cheese, ; n : ‘ “ 9 9 9 9 9 
upplied J come by curves. | Tallow candles, , , R 3 5 5 5 4 
ight, by | The water, thus conducted 33 miles, is received; Lard, ‘ . ° ; “ 15 p. c. 3 3 3 3 e 
t broad. _ into the reservoir at Yorkville, which contains an} Beef and pork, ' . ; = 15 p.c. 2 2 2 2 . 
f consi- _ area of 35 acres, enclosed by graniie walls and ca-} Bacon, ; , ' ' “6 15 p. c. 3 3 3 3 i 
yeyance ' pable of receiving 160 millionsof gallons. The dis- ; Butter, , : , * 15 p. ec. 5 5 5 5 F 
wr their tributing reservoir at Murray’s Hill is also a work | Saltpetre, refined, : ‘ ' ss 7} p.c. 3 3 3 2 a 5 
capital, of great magnitude and expense, and calculated to Oil of vitriol, . . ; ; - 75 3 3 3 1 B 
impor- ' endure as long as the hills and rocks. It is in the Dry Ochre, , ‘ ‘ ‘ “ 1 ] ] 1 1 ea 
remains Egyptian style of architecture, with a promenade 20 Ochre in oil, : ; sa 1} 1} 1} 13 1} q 
| Spain, | feet in width at the top of the walls, flagged, and Red and white !ead, . , : “ 3 s 5 5 4 a 
t work, _ provided with an iron railing. It employed 400 men Whiting, , . ' . . 1 l 1 1 li 4 
jumber, _ four years in its construction. Altogether, it is a.Litharge, . . ° ‘ : - ls p.c.) JS p.c. 5 5 4 ie 
ich are ' triumph of skill and enterprise of which the world Sugar of lead, . ‘ , ‘ “ IS p.c.| lsp.c| 5 5 4 bi 
he con- _ presents fewequals. Its completion willrequire two Lead, pig, &c. ; ; oe ] 2 3 3 3 | 
es join- ' or three years yet, although temporary pipes are laid, | Lead pipes, : : , ‘ = 20 p.c.| Wp.c! 5 5 4 | 
ter has by which water was distributed to the city on the Lead, old scrap, ; ‘ a " 15 p. c. IS p.c.! 15 p.c.} 2 1  . 
undred _ 4th July last. Its advantages to the city in the ex- | Cordage, tarred, ws 3 4 4 s 5 ae 
| tinguishment of fires alone are incalculable. Inthe Cordage, untarred, “ 4 5 5 5 43 : 
d by a great conflagration of 1835 the amount of property Twine, packthread, &c. " 4 5 5 5 6 is 
morials | destroyed was estimated at seventeen millions of dol- Corks, ; ; , , . * 15 p.c.| 12 12 12 30 4 
2m are lars, one-third more than the cost of this work; the Copper rods and bolts, . : rp a 4 4 4 4 4 ie 
iin, are extent of which was ina great degree attributable Copper nails and spikes, . * 4 4 4 - 4 Bi 
ne idea | to the want of a convenient supply of water. The | Wire, cap or bonnet, . : . te 30 p.c. 30 p.c.! 30 p.c.| 12 12 4 
f these | fire department, appreciating the great importance of Wire, iron and steel, not above No. 14. ro - - 6 5 5 
2 popu- the work on this score, have set apart a glorious day , Wire, iron and stee], above No. 14. , oe ~ - 10 9 fall Pt 
or from | io our country’s annals for an appropriate celebra-, Iron nails, . . “ 3 5 5 5 3 a 
stance, [— tion. We hope no storm could may be so overcome Iron spikes, , . , 25 2 4 4 4 24 % 
ieducts on the occasion as to shed its tears upon the scene. | Iron cables and chains and parts, . ‘ . 20 p. c. 3 3 3 24 q 
lain in , [M. ¥. State Mechanic. Ironanchors, . ‘ ; 4 150 per 2 2 Q 24 fi 
yinding 7 . “a 112 Ibs. u 
hrough : ; 5 | Tron anvils, , ‘ :, , “ 20 p.c. 2 2 2 2k i 
r por- UNITED STATES TARIFF LAWS. | Iron, blacksmiths’ hammers, &c. “ 20 p.c 23 24 2} 24 Bi 
quired For convenience of reference we subjoin a list of | Iron castings, vessels, &c. Koty te = Pp S- 1} 1 i 1} 
n from the several acts of congress which have been at differ- | Iron,allother, - | . : : ath 4 ! 
al city. ent times in force imposing duties upon imports, and | Iron, round and braziers’ rods, 3-16 to 3-16 diameter, 20 p.c 3 3} 3 23 
quired ; , ; ’ pe.| Iron, nailor spike rods, . ‘ , “ 20 p. c. 3 35 3 2} 
oak where they may be found in the volume oflaws. Be-/| ; h h p 25 4 31 3 2 
is said sides these, there have been various laws regulating | 4", Sheet or hoop, ' 9 a 3 3 
, Many the collections, &c. i a 3 
mere. is July fe, tans. 6.vol S page ee ee ee So BM fod 3 re 
sutiful, August 10, 1790 rf “ « 176! Iron, in pigs, . ‘ ‘ , ewt. 50 625 50 50 45 
* ruins March 3. 1791. “ “ «“ 903) Iron, old scrap, ; : “6 - - 62: 62} 50 
ylendid May 2. 1792. “ 4“ « 979, Iron, bar, rolled, “ 150 150 185 150 125 
n, and June 7. 1794. 6s be “6 435 | Iron, bar, hammered, - 45 90 112 90 85 
ich its January 99 1795, “ 6“ «“ 462 | Hemp, . ‘ ‘ ° ° “6 150 175 300 200 200 
plicity March 3 1797. &“ “ ““ 593 | Alum, ° ° ° e ° 66 100 200 250 250 150 
ree of July 8. 1797. “6 3 bs 17 Copperas, ° ° ° . os 100 200 200 200 200 
| more May 13, 1800, « “4 «© 39g} Wheat flour, ‘ ‘ ° 15 p.c.| 50 30 30 70 
buty 38 March 26, 1804,* (Mediterranean fund), 613 Sait, - : bushel 20 20 20 19 ~ 
ree of March _— 7, 1804, “ oo Qe Bree: . S 6 6 lip. ta 
ergone July 1, 1812 rr 4 “ 589 Wheat, ° . . . . . 15 p. c. 25 25 25 
f the July 99° 1813. ss “ “« 519 Oats, ° ° ° . F 66 15 p. Cc. 10 10 10 10 
ire the February 5. 1816. “ 6 « 49} Potatoes, ; ; , 3 “ 15 p.c.| 10 10 10 10 
April 27. 1816. “s & «© 195| Paper, folio and quarto post, . . pound 30 p.c.| 20 20 20 17 
) times ‘ 1 ‘ . Paper, foolscap, &c. ‘ ; “ 30 p. c. 17 17 17 15 
: April 20,1818, (eoach furniture, &c.) 330 se 
non in : Paper, printing, copperplate, &c. . , “ 30 p.c.} 30 10 10 10} 
April 20, 1818, (iron, alum, &c.) 339 : sa 
y from March 3 1819 “ i «© 475} Paper, sheathing, &c. . w j 30 p. ec. 3 3 3 3 
1688. May 99 1824. (general) 7 “ 968 Paper, all other, ‘ ‘ ; ee 30 p. ¢. 15 15 15 15 
\pend- May 19. 1828. (general) g «  4g| Books, prior to 1775, ' vol, - 4 4 4 4 
ntem- May 24. 1828. (wines, &e.) « 499} Books, other than English, ‘ , ae - 4 4 4 4 
homs, May 20 1830. (teas cofiee & cocoa) “ 307 Books, Greek and Latin, bound, ; pound - 15 15 15 15 
is also May 99. 1830, (molasses) 4 « 369} Books; Greek and Latin, unbound, ; ws ~ 13 13 13 13 
n Por- May 37. 1830, (salt) ‘6 ‘+ 36) | Books, all other, bound, . ; : “ = 30 30 30 30 
July 7. 1832. (French wines) ‘+ 674 | Books, all other, unbound, ‘ ; te ~ 26 26 26 20 
of the July 14. 1832. (general) ‘«  «& ~ggy | Apothecaries’ vials, under 6 ounces, . gross 20 p. c. various, from $1 to 175 |171 
ction. March Q. 1833, (compromise act), “ 788 Apothecaries’ vials, 6 to 16 ounces, ‘ “ 20 p.c. $1 75 per gross. 225 |225 
3 and March 21833, (hardware, tobacco, &c) 810 Demijohns, : ‘ : .  bpumber 20 p.c.| 25 25 25 15 a 20 
nonu- Glass bottles,to lquart, . A . gross 144 200 200 200 300 
prived *This act was continued from year to year to the 3d | Glass bottles, over 1 quart, : 66 | 20 p..c.| 250 250 225 = 
t may of March 1815, when it expired by limitation. Playing cards, ; ; ‘ . pack 30 30 30 30 } 25 
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| EEE eS eS eS 
| DUTIES BY THE SEVERAL ACTS oF POLITICS OF THE DAY. 
NAMES OF ARTICLES: aS coeieememnenememeneeeer EE — ETI Ee ee eee, 
LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT 
: ; oc 9 : ¥ . q - 4 Aedrh Jd 4% . 
| 1816 1824 1828. 1832. 1842. Be tee on August Bist, paperelt of 
itil o c repudlican committee of New York 
wees glass not oa ate ene OOS, No. 250 300 300 300 250 friendly + the national administration” to pay a 
indow glass over 8 by 10, and not over visit to that city, President Tyler sent the followin 
wine De Sil ae 100 8q. ft.| 275 350 350 350 250 letter. . 
indow glass over y 12, ‘ : ; 75 4to 500 |4to 500 /400 600 Tashi 
Fish, dried or smoked, , .  quintal 100 100 100 100 100 G i: an ig gen 
Tike sale : : 500 ee ~ anh one ied ENTLEMEN: I have to acknowledge the receipt 
es . a 15D | ti 186 in fs of your letter of the 3ist of August, inviting me on 
pt, ae e*. 108 a rs on 0 behalf of the democratic republican committee of 
ish, ar : #4 ; é ; ; 0 106 New York friendly. to the national administrati 
Shoes and slippers, silk . pair . aie 30 30 30 isi a mp, 
Sargent «4 » SII, . of rH oe a 30 to pay a visit to your city as. soon.after the adjourn- 
rons lt ag . . . 3 om on 35 > 25 ment of congress as would suit my convenience. [ 
Scope gi Bt Sai Sa > a oe 1 30 am flattered by the invitation, and still more by the 
Rost ed ee . ash | B ] Lo 15 language in which you have conyeyed it to me, and 
‘ ; : R hee = sa : 150 150 120 under other circumstances I could scarcely find a suf- 
Wool orer Sdn, : : . pound rs ; 30 p.c. 50 p.c.| 40 p. c.) 30 p. ec. | ficient apology for declining it; but repose, so much 
3 ynderJO | 15 p.c.)§ &4cts.| & 4 cts.) & 3 cts. _ at least as I can snatch between the intervals of duty, 
Woollen yarn, . { : : és 25 | 334 = oad abe 30 p.-c. ne bs, necessary for me, and if I can leave this 
: | cts. cl « . + 
pe eG Oe. wircentt’ 9% | 934 and 45 per 50 40 posklas ee nce: Biase seek some spot of greater 
Cloths and cassimeres, . ‘ ‘ “¢ 25 |> cent. on i 50 4 sight 
. , | various | < 5 0 ; 
Other woollen manufactures, } ; «“ 25 | \ minima. ) 50 30 The duties and responsibilities to which I have 
Clothes, ready made, . : ; ss 30 | 30 50 50 50 — a ae since my accession to the presiden- 
ae '§ 30 p.c.| 30 p.c.| 30 p.c. lal OMiCe, ave a8 you most properly represent 
Glass, cut, ; ° d pound | 20 p. ¢.| & B3cts.| & Bets! & yoke 25 a 42 — = - hme yo pry rt They involved either 
, - os «: a total abandonment of all my most thoroughly set- 
Glass, plain and other, . . . - | = “ pay she 10 tled and most warmly cherished opinions, or suibjbes- 
EE «(df ed me as has been manifested for twelve continuous 
From the New York Express. Molasses, 4: mills pr Ib. 5 ets. gal. months, to the most slanderous imputations, and to 
THE NEW TARIFF. As the new tariff on im- Coffee, free, free. the bitterest assaults. ‘A president without a party,” 
ports into the United States becomes carefully exa- Tea, free, free. | could expect no less; and such must be the condition 
mined by practical men, it meets with decided ap- Sole leather, 6 cts. per lb. 30 per ct. | of every man who comes into this office upon the 
proval by the various classes of merchants, agricul- Upper leather, ~— 8 cts. per Ib, 30 per ct. | happening of anyone ‘of the comminginnies -peoniéed 
turists, manufacturers and mechanics. All find their | Raw hides and skins, 5 per ct. free, . | for by the Da tg cand den pac dy ty er 
respective interests carefully looked to in this well Indigo, o cts. perlb. 15 per ct. | pendent judgment. The alarming pretension, by fair 
digested bill, and we are confident that it will be | Brandy &1 pr @}, § from 53 to B5 | inference, is now set up, and that too in the highest 
found more generally satisfactory than the tariff of ag vy prs (ets. per. gal. | quarter, that all executive power is inabeyance, and 
1832. While the duties by the new tariff on the Madeira wine, 60 cts. pr gal. 50 cts. gl. Its exercise an usurpation, in the contingency of the 
many articles, are méte moderate than they were by | Champagne wine, 40 cts. pr gal. 22 cts. gl. | death of a person elected to the presidency, and the 
the former, they are sufficiently protective to the Flax, $20 per tun free, | Succession of an vice president, according to the posi- 
manufacturer. But very few duties will be found femp, $40 per ton $40 pr ton’ tive requirement of the constitution, to that station. 
prohibitory, and those on such articles as coarse cot- Manilla hemp, $25 per ton free. | The establishment of such 2 principle, as well found- 
fons, whiel ere manufactured in the United States Wool, common, 5 per ct. free, | ed in reason, and consonant to the fundamental law, 
in great abundance and cheapness. Articles of lux-| Wool, fine § 3cts. prlb. ¢ 4cts. prib.; Would amount to an abrogation of the principle 
ury, such as wine, liquors, spices, sills, carpetings, mir- a ¢ & 30 pr ct. ¢ & 40 pr et. | whichhas been regarded as lying »at the foundation 
rors, &c., are, as they should be, taxed with high du-| 1 connection with the subject we may as well ob-| Of all well regulated government—that the three 
Mp We are well pleased to observe that the com- | Serve here that nothing could be more unjust than great departments should be kept separate aud dis- 
mittee of ways and means, who concocted and re-| the sweeping censures which have been passed upon | tinct. For if the vice president, who succeeds to the 
ported this bill have had a particular eye to revenue the details of the revenue bill. We were observers | Presidency on the death of the president is to be de- 
throughout, and we may anticipate from the opera- | Of the whole action upon the revenue bill, which ul-, 


tion of this tariff, an abundant supply of means for 
allof the wants of the treasury, notwithstanding the 
predictions of sundry wise-acres, who endeavor to 
show the contrary in the free trade newspapers 
The high tariff of 1828 produced a revenue in 1829 
of 422,681,966, and under the tarffof 1832, $29,032,- 
509, were paid intothe treasury. If the net amount 
of articles imported paying duty should be seyenty- 
five millions: of dollars, the ensuing year, (ending 
September 3d, 1843,) we may estimate the average 
duties by the new tariff at 335 per cent. producing 
twenty-five millions to the treasury. 


If the manufacturiog interests are protected by 


the new-tariff, they are made to pay a boon to the! been accomplished. 


treasury in the shape of light duties on articles used 
in manufactures, such as raw hides, wool, iron, steel, 
paper rags, bleaching powders, hemp, flax, raw silk, 
hair, olive oil, indigo, mahogany, rose-wood, satin- 
wood, cedar, copper, Un, zinc, lead, horns, boies, 
beeswax, &c. &c., on all of which the duties will 

amount to nearly two millions of dollars. ; 
Comparative rates of duty under the tariff of 1832 and 
i842, oi some 7’ the leading articles of conmerce. 
New tariff 1842 


3U per ct. 25 per ct. 


Cotton manufactures, 


Brown or white Cc — 20) cts. 3) cts. 
c jomuury per Sq. yu. } 
Woellen  iiaifecturess 40 per ct. re pat % 
Torsted do. 3U per ct. per ct. 
bs a do. $2 50 per lb. 10 per ct, 
~~ do. 25 per ct. 15& 25 pret. 
ene do. 20 per ct. 25 per ct. 


$10 pr ton 
$18 pr ton 
$30 pr ton 
1 ct. pr ib. 
$1 5U 
25 per ct. 
25 per ct 


$9 per ton 
$17 per ton 
$25 per ton 

jo. common castings, i ct. per ib. 
Steel, per L2tbs. | $1 50 3 
Stee] & iron manuiactures 30 per ct. 
do. 3U per ct. 


Iron, in pigs ts 
do. in bar$ or bolts, 
do. rolled, 


sim do. 30 per ct. 25 per ct. 
me do: 30 per ct. 25 per ¢t. 
Tin in sheets, 23 per ct. irec. 

: es > yes er cl. ree, 
‘thai to blocks, or pigs, 1 pet 


9: cts. pr lb. 24 cts. Lb. 
Brown sugar, ~ Pp ¢ 


! 


timately became a law, and we aver, without fear of 
contradiction from any quarter, that no bill ever 
| passed through a severer ordeal than this or receiv-. 
ed a more careful investigation. Days and nights | 
were spent upon it by the committess of congress, 
and every means of information sought after which | 
could add light upon so dark a subject. The bill 
may net be perfect in all its parts, or all that it 
should be, or even satisfactory to all classes of per- 
sons; but, without perfection, it is nevertheless a va- | 
luable and great measure, and one which will ac- 
complish the two great purposes of giving revenue | 
to the government and protection to the people. | 





Feria 1892, ] 


This was what was needed, and this is what has 


— eee 


“FFECTS OF THE TARIFF. The Pittsburg | 
Advocate of the 8th inst. says: ‘‘A decidedly better | 


feeling exists in the business community simce the | 


passage of the tariff, and in Pittsburg manufactures | 
particularly, more business has been done than for 
some time past. We do not note any advance in the 
nominal rates, but holders are more firm, and a ruin- 
ous decline has undoubtedly been prevented. 

‘Cheese is plenty at 45 a5 cents per lb. flour 3: per 
barrel, wheat 50 cts per bushel. oats 12 4 14 rye 33 
a 35, bacon 45 a 43, hams 63 a 7, shoulders 3!, mo- 
lasses, the stock is light and buiders firm at 20 a 30 
ets. per gallon. ‘The passage of the tariff bill has: 


made wool firm at former rates and in better demand.” | 





} 
! 

THE TARIFF. The New Orleans Bee, referring | 
to the tariff, the passage of which was not known al-| 


though expected, holds this language: *‘Most truly | 
and warmly do we congratulate the sugar planters of | 





ration for their industry. 


Louisiana on the prospect of a tariff, which will ena- | 
ble them to reap a substantial profit upon their out 
lay of capital, and secure to them so solid a remune-_ 

We demonstrated some | 
weeks since that the bill which has passed the house, | 


will augment the income of our sugar planters from | 
41.500 000 to $2 000,000, and place them beyond all | 


; : . . } 
| apprehension of a recurrence of losses. such as have | 


nounced as an usurper, if he dare place his opinion 
on any subject in opposition to that of congress, what 
will be the fate of the president who, having not 
even a plurality electoral vote, may, nevertheless, be 
elected over another (his competitor before the 


house of represeniatives) having a larger vote, (and 


that, as well may be, by the casting vote of a mem- 
ber from a single state), and whose aggregate vote 
as represented in the house of representatives may 
be a decided minority of the American people?— 
What is to beeome of our institutions should the 


president and vice president both die, and the go- 


vernment devolve upon a president pro tempore of the 
senate, elected by the people of the United States 
to no office, and who might not be able at the time, 


'to obtain even the vole of his own state for the of- 
fice of senator—and what if the speaker of the house 


of representatives, who upon the death ofall others, 
would have devolved upon him the presidential of- 
fice, and for whose re-election to a seat in congress, 
not even his own district might be disposed to yote? 
If a vice president elected with direct reference to 
the succession, in the full view of the uncertainty of 
human life, is to be branded as an usurper for exer- 
cising executive power what shall be the condition 
of things in either of the conditions above supposed? 
| have an abiding confidence in the good sense of the 
American peopie, and that teaches me to believe that 
they wall support their own government, and that the 
person who by their constitution is, required to ad- 
minister the government will be upheld by them in 
the proper discharge of his duties, maugre all the as- 
sults aud bitter revilings of faction. 

For myseif, if I perish in my efforts to maintain 
the supremecy of the constitution and laws, I desire 
to have no prouder inscription on my monument than 
that inscribed upon the tomb erected over the dust 
of the Spartans, who fell at Thermopyle; “stranger, 
tell the Lacedemonians that we lie here in obedience 
to their laws!” 


I tender to each of you, gentlemen, assurances of 


‘my high consideration and respect, 


JOHN TYLER. 
To Messrs. Bowron, Raymond, Noah, Strone, 


at the present juncture depressed, if not impoverish-| Plume, Fowler, and Walden, committee of invita- 


ed a majority of them. 


tion. 
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NORTHEASTERN AND NORTHWESTERN 
BOUNDARY. 
From the New York Courier and Enquirer. 
LORD ASHBURTON TO MR. WEBSTER. 
Washington, June 13, 1842. 


= Be ee Be ent oe ban, ey ee 
1} tHIGISLEeTS GQISCIAMEeC Any NeW IN G3 


9 the Secretary of State, admit that the British, t 
i. ; LIP age c ’ 
= : 


noeod the 


Vrie re- | r 


yh 
ncrease of territory, and that they pr: I 
' 


" 


Again, in their note of the 4th of|t 


acquiring an) precribed by the treaty of peace in 1783. 


he impossibility of tracing strictly the boundary, 


cert ’ paty I would 
eter in proof of this, simply to American authorities 


vision for the purpose of preventing uncertainty and ! and those of the very first order. 
dispute—a purpose sufficiently justified by subse-| 
quent events. 
September, 1814. the British ministers remind those | t 
from America that the boundary had never been as-| j 
certained, and that the line claimed by .@merica, which 
interrupted the communication between Halifax and} j 
Quebec, never could have been in the contemplation 


in the year 1802, Mr. Madison, at that time secre- 
ary of state for the United States, in his instructions 
o Mr. Rufus King observed that the difficulty in fix- 
ng the northwest angle of Nova Scotia, “arises from 


a reference in the treaty of 1783, to highlands whieh 


tis now found have no definite existence.” And he 


suggests the appointment of a commission, to be 


Six:—On considering the most effectual modé of! of the parties to the treaty of peace in 1783. The| jomtly appointed, “to determine on a point most pro= 


proceeding to arrive at an amicable and satisfactory | same view of the case will be found to pervade all 
termination of the long continued controversy respee-| the communications between the plenipotentiaries 


per to be substituted for the description in article HL. 
of the treaty of 1783.” Again, Mr. president Jeffer- 


ting the northeastern boundary, between the British} of the two countries at Ghent. There was no at-| son, in a message to congress, on the 17th October, 


colony of 


the general ground on which each party consider 
theirelaims respectfully to rest. in the course of 
the mariy years that this discussion has lasted, every 
argument, on either side, is apparently exhausted, 
and that without any approach to an agreement.— 
The present attempt, therefore, of a settlement must 
rest, for its success, not on the renewal of a contro- 
yersy, but on proceeding on a presumption, that all 
means of a reciprocal conviction having failed, as 
also the experiment of calling in the aid of a friend- 
ly arbiter and umpire, there remains only the alter- 
native of a compromise for the solution of this, 
otherwise, apparently insurmountable difficulty, un- 
Jess, indeed, it were determined to try a second arbi- 
tration, attended by its delay. trouble, and expense, 
in defiance of past experience as to the probability | 
of any more satisfactory results. 


It is undoubtedly true, that, should our present at- 
temptunfortunately fail, there might remain no other 
alternative but a second reference, yet when | con- 
sider all the difficulty and uncertainty attending if, 
] trust that all parties will come to the conclusion, 
that the very intricate details connected with the | 
case must be better knowh and judged by our two! 


governments than any diligence can make them to be | 











by any third party, and that a sincere candid disposi- | 
tion to give reciprocally fair weight to the arguments | 
on either side is likely to lead us to a more satisfac-| 
tory settlement, than an engagement to abide by the! 


uncertain award of a less competent tribunal. 
The very friendly and cordial reception given 


] 


government, to the assurance that my mission here, 
by my sovereign, has been determined by an unteign- 
ed desire to settle this and all other questions be- 
tween us, on principles of conciliation and justice, 
forbids me to anticipate the possibility of the failure 
of our endeavors applied with sincerity to this pur- 
pose. 

With this view of the case, therefore, although, 
not unprepared to enter into the general argument, I 
abstain from so doing from the conviction that an 
amicable settlement of this vexed question so gener- 
ally desired, will be thereby best promoted. But, at 
the same time some opinions have been industrious- 
ly committed throughout this controversy, and in 
some instances by persons in authority, of a deserip- 
tion so much calculated to mislead the publie mind, 
that I think it may be of service to offer a few ob- 
servations. 

I do not, of course, complain of the earnest ad- 
herence of partizans on either side to the general ar- 
guments on which their case is supposed to rest: but 
a position has been taken, and facts have been re- 
peatedly stated, which [am sure the authorities of 
the federal government will be abundantly able to 
contradict, but which have evidently given rise to 
much public misapprehension. It is maintained that 
the whole of this controversy about the boundary 
began in 1814, that up to that period the line as 
claimed by Maine was undisputed by Great Britain, 
and that the claim was avowedly founded on motives 
of interest. to obtain the means of conveniently con- 
necting the British provinces. [ confine these remarks 
to the refuting this imputation, and J should indeed, 
not have entered upon the controversy, even on this, 
if it did not appear to involve in some degree a 
quéstion of national sincerity and good faith. 


The assertion is founded on the discussions which 
preceeded the treaty of peace signed at Ghent, in 
1814. It is perfectly true that a proposal was sub- 
mitted by the British plenipotentiaries for the revision 
of the boundary line on the northeastern frontier, 
and that it was founded on the position that it was 
desired to secure the communication between the 
provinces, the precise dilineation of which was at 
that time imperfectly known. ‘The American pleni- 
potentiaries in their first communication from Ghent 


New Brunswick and the State of Maine, I} tempt to press any cession of territory on the ground 
believe that I may confidently conclude, from what} of policy and expedience; but though the precise | 
has passed in the preliminary conference which I| geography of the country was then imperfectly 
have had the honor of holding with you, that we| known, it was notorious at the time that different 
cencur in the opinion that no advantage would be} opinions existed as to the boundary likely to result 
gained by resorting to the interminable discussion on} from continuing the north Jine from the head of the 
river St. Croix. 
ly known and admitted by the American plenipoten- 
tiaries, that they, in submitting to the conference the 


by! ocean (river St. Johns) from those emptying into the 
, ‘ : Ost a 
you, sir, as well as by all the authorities of your| Gif of St. Lawrence (river De Chaleurs) and after- 


project of a treaty, offer a preample to their fourth 


1803, stated that “a farther knowledge of the ground 
in the northeastern or northwestern angles of the 
United States has evinced that the boundaries estab- 
lished by the treaty of Paris, between the British ter- 
ritory and ours, in those points, were too imperfeetly 
described to be susceptible ef execution.” These 
This appears to have been so clear-} opinions of two most distinguished American states- 
men gave rise to a convention of boundary, made in 


London by Rufus King and Lord Hawkesbury, which 
from other circumstances, which it is not necessary 


article, in these words: “‘whereas neither that part of | to refer to, was not ratified by the senate. 


the highlands lying due north from the source of the 
river St. Croix, and designated in the former treaty of 
peace between the two powers, as the northwest 
angle of Nova Scotia, nor the pnorthwesternmost 
head of Connecticut river, has yet been ascertained,” 
&e. 

It should here be observed that these are the words 
proposed not by the British but by the American ne- 
gotiators, and that they were finally adopted by both, 
in the Sth article of the treaty. 

To close my observations upon what passed on 
this subject at Ghent. | wonld draw your attention 








‘to the letter of Mr. Galiatin, one of the American) 


plenipotentiaries, to Mr. Secretary Monree, on the| 
25th Dec., 1814. 7 

He offers the following conjecture as to what might 
probably be the arguments of Great Britain against | 
the line set uo by America: “They hope that the | 
river which empties into the Bay de Chaleurs in the 


as to intervene between the head waters of the river 
St. Johns, and those of the streams emptying into} 
the river St. Lawrence; so that the line north from} 
the river St. Croix will first strike the heigth of land 
which divides the waters emptying into the Atlantic 





wards the heights of Jand which divide the waters 
emptying into the Gulf of St. Lawrence (river de 
Chaleurs) from those emptying into the river St.) 
Lawrence; but that the said line never can, in the 
words of the treaty, strike any spot of land ac- 
tually dividing the waters emptying into the Atlantic 
ocean from those which empty into the river St. La- 
wrence.” 

So obvious an argument in opposition to the line 
claimed by America, could not escape the known sa- 
gacity of Mr. Gallatin. I state it not for the purpose 
of discussing its merit, but to show that, at Ghent, 
not only the fact was well known that this boundary 
was a matter in dispute, but that the argumont res- 


{ might further refer you on this subject to the re- 
port of judge Sullivan, who acted as a commissioner 
of the United States, for settling the controversy 
with Great Britain respecting tbe true river St. 
Croix, who says, ‘‘the boundary between Nova Sco- 


‘tia and Canada was described by the King’s procla- 


mation in the same mode of expression, as that used 
in the treaty of peace. Commissioners who were 
appointed to settle that line, have traversed the 
country in vain to find the highlands designated as 
the boundary.” 

With these known facts, how can it possibly be 
maintained, that doubts about the boundary arose for 
the first time in the year 1814. 

{ need not pursue this subject further. Indeed, it 
would have been useless to treat of it at all with any 
person having before him the record of the diploma- 
tic history of the two countries for the last half cen- 
tury. My object in adverting to it, is, to correct an 


Gulf of St. Lawrence, has its source so far west| error, arising, lam ready to believe, not from any m- 


tention to misrepresent, but for wantof information 
and which seemed to be sufficiently circulated to 
make some refutation useful towards promoting the 
desired friendly and equitable settlement of this ques- 
tion. 


We believe the position maintained by us on the 
subject on this boundary to be founded in justice and 
equity; and we deny that we have been determined 
in our pretensions by policy and expedience. [| 
might, perhaps, fairly admit, that those last men- 
tioned considerations have prompted, in some mea- 
sure, our perseverance in maintaining them. he 
territory in controversy, is (for that portion of it at 
least which is likely to come to Great Britain by any 
amicable séttlement,) as worthless for any purpose 
of habitation or cultivation, as probably any tract 
of equal size on the habitable globe, and if it were 
not for the obvious circumstances of its connecting 
the British North Ameriean provinces, I belieya. | 
might venture to say, that whatever might have been 
the merit of our case, we should long since have 





pecting it had then been weighed by the gentlemen 
so eminent in its subsequent discussion. 
Indeed, the fact that the American ministers made 


treaty afterwards ratified by the president and senate, 


doubt to entitle it to'such a mode of Solution. It can- 
not possibly be supposed, that the president and sen- 
atc would have admitted, by treaty, doubts respecting 
this boundary, if they had been heard of for the first 
time through the pretensions of the British plenipo- 
tentiaries at Ghent. 

If the arguments or assertions which I am now no- 
ticing, and to which I studiously confine myself, had 
not come from authority, 1 should owe some apology 
for these observations. The history of this impor- 
tant controversy is too well known to you, sir, and 
stands but two voluminously recorded in your de- 
partment, to make them necessary for your own in- 
formation. 

The repeated discussions between the two coun- 
tries, and the repeated projects for settlement which 
have occupied every succeeding administration of the 
United States, sufficiently prove how unfounded is 
the assertion that the doubts and difficulties respect- 
ing this boundary had their first origin in the year 
1814. It is true that down to that time, and indeed 
to a Inter period, the local features of the country 
were little known, and the different argunients had in 
consequence not assumed ary definite form: but suf- 
ficient was known to both parties to satisfy them of 





riven up the controversy, and willingly have made 

the sacrifice to the wishes of a country with which 

|itis so much our interests, as it is our desire. to 
sire, 


the disputed question a matter for reference, by a} Maintain the most perfect harmony and good will. 


} 
! 


I trust that this settlement must be manifest in my 


must to every candid mind be sufficient proof that it| unreserved communication with you on this, and on 
was generally considered to be involved in sufficient | all other subjects connected with my mission. Tf i 


have failed in this respect, I shall have ill obeyed the 
| instructions of my government and the earnest dic- 
| tates of my personal inclination. Permit, me, sir, to 
'avail myself of this, my first opportunity of format. 
| ly addressing you, to assure you unfeigne 


Mreritee, © ; dly of m 
most distinguished consideration. 


ASHBURTON. 
Hon. Daniel Webster, &c. &c. am 


Mr. Webster te Lord Ashburton. 
Department of state, Washington, June 17, 1842 

Lord Ashburton having been charged by “the 
queen’s government, with full powers to negotiate 
and settle all matters in discussion between the U. 
States and England,and having on his arrival at 
Washington, announced, that in relation to the les- 
tion of the northeastern boundary of the U, Stites 
he was authorized to treat for a conventional line. 
or line by agreement, on such terms and conditions 
and with such mutual considerations and equivalents 
as might be thought just and equitable, and that hi 
was ready to enter upon.a negotiation for syeh | 
ventional line, so soon as this government cho: 
that it was authorized and ready on its part, to com- 
mence such negotiation; the undersiened, sec; 


h cons 
should say 





Socreiaga- 
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ry of state of the United States, has now the honor ordinary diplomacy. With a person of your pene- fessed myself ready to treat questions of boundaries 
to acquaint his lordship, by direction of the president, tration they would avail as little as they would with in other quarters where no considerations of particu- 


that the undersigned is ready, on behalf of the go- the intelligent public of the two great enlightened 


vernment of the United States, and duly authorized, 
to proceed to the consideration of such conventional 
line, or line be agreement, and will be happy to 
have an interview on this subject at his lordship’s 
convenience. 


The undersigned avails himself of this occasion to 
tender to Lord Ashburton assurances of his distin- 
guished consideration. DANIEL WEBSTER. 

Lord Ashburton, &e. &c. 


Lord Ashburton to Mr. Webster 
Washington, June 17, 1942. 

The undersigned, plenipotentiary of her Britannic 
majesty, on an extraordinary and special mission to 
the United States of America, has the honor of ac- 
knowledging. with much satisfaction, the communi- 
cation received to-day from Mr. Webster, secretary 
of state of the United States, that he is ready on be- 
half of the United States, and duly authorized, in 
relation to the question of the northeastern bounda- 
ry of the United States, to proceed to the considera- 
tion of a conventional line, or line by agreement, on 
such terms and conditions, and with such mutual 
considerations and equivalents as might be thought 
just and equitablo. And in reply to Mr. Webster’s 
invitation to the undersigned, to fix some time for 
their conference upon this subject, he begs to pro- 
pose tocallon Mr. Webster at the department of 
state, to-morrow at 12 o’clock for this purpose, 
should that time be perfeetly convenient to Mr. 
Webster. 


The undersigned avails himself of this opportuni- 
ty toassure Mr. Webster of his distinguished consi- 
deration. ASHBURTON. 

Hon. Daniel Webster, &§c. &c. 


Mr. Webster to Lord Ashburton. 


Department of state, Washington June 17, 1842. 
The secretary of state will have great pleasure in 
seeing Lord Ashburton at 12 o’clock to-morrow, as 
proposed by him. 


Lord Ashburton to Mr. Webster. 
Washington, June 21, 1842. 

Sia: The letter you did me the honor of address- 
ing me on the 17th instant, informed me that you 
were now prepared and authorized toenter with me 
into discussion of that portion of the difference be- 
tween our two countries, which relates to the north- 
eastern boundary; and we had the following day 
our first formal conference for this purpose, witha 
view to consider, in the first instance, the best mode 
of proceeding to arrive at what isso much desired 
by all parties—an amicable, and at the same time 
equitable settlement of a controversy, which, with 
the best intentiuns, the authorities of the two coun- 
tries, for nearly half a century, have in vain endea- 
vored to effect. 


The result of this conference has been, that I have 
been invited by you to state generally my view of 
this case, and of the expectation of my government; 
and although | am aware, that in the ordinary prac- 
tice of diplomatic intercourse, | should expose my- 
self tosome disadvantage by so doing, [ neverthe- 
Jess, do not hesitate to comply, premising only, that 
the following observations are to be considered mere- 
ly as memoranda for discussion, and not as formal 
propositions to have any binding effect, should our 
negotiation have the unfortunate fate of the many 
which have preceded it, of ending in disappointment. 


I believe you are sufficiently aware of the circum- 
stances which induced me personally to undertake 
this mission. If the part which, during a Jong life, 
I have taken in public affairs, is marked by any par- 
ticular character, ithas been an earnest, persevering 
desire to maintain. peace, and to promote harmony 
between our two countries. My exertions were un- 
availingly employed to prevent the last unfortunate 
war, and have since been unremitting in watching 
any passing clouds which might at any time forbode 
itsrenewal. On the accession to power of the pre- 
sent ministers in England, perceiving the same wise 
and honorable spirit to prevail with them, I could 
not resist the temptation and the hope of being of 
some service to my country, and to our common 
race, ut a time of life when no other cause could 
have had sufficient interest to draw me from a re- 
tirement better suited to my age and to my inclina- 
tion. 


I trust. sir, that you will have perceived in the 


course of my hitherto jnformal communications | tical division of the territory in dispute. 


| 


countries of whose interests we are treating. I 


know no other mode of acting than an open, plain | 


dealing, and I therefore disregard, willingly, all the 
disadvantage of complying with the invitation given 
me to be the first to speak on this question of the east- 
ern boundary. It is already agreed that we abstain 
from a continued discussion of the arguments by 
which the lines of the two countries are reciprocally 
maintained; and I have so well observed this rule 
that I have not even communicated to you a volume 
of additional controversial matter which I brought 
with me, and muchof which would, if controvers 

were our object, be of no inconsiderable weight onl 
importance. It would be in the event only of the 
failure of this negotiation, which I will not antici- 
pate, that we should be again driven into the laby- 
rinth from which it is our purpose to escape, and 
that failing to interpret strictly the words of the 
treaty, we should be obliged to search again into 
contemporaneous occurrences and opinions for prin- 
ciples of construction which might shed light on the 
actual intentions of the parties. 


Our success must, on the contrary, depend on the 
reciprocal admission, or presumption that the royal 
arbiter was so far right when he came to the con- 
clusion which others had come to beiore him. that 
the treaty of 1783 was not executable according to 
its strict expression. and that the case was therefore 
one for agreement by compromise. The only point 
upon which I thought it my duty to enter upon any 
thing like controversy, is that referred to in my let- 
ter of the 13th instant. and 1 did so to rescue my go- 
vernment and myself from an imputation of un- 
worthy motives, and the charge that they had set up 
aclaim which they knew to be unfounded, from 
mere considerations of policy or convenience. The 
assertions of persons in my position, on subjects 
connected with their diplomatic duties, are naturally 
received by the world with some caution; but I trust 
that you will believe me when JI assure you that I 
should not be the person to come here on any such 
errand. 


I do not pretend, nor have] ever thought the claim 
of Great Britain, with respect to this boundary, any 
more than the claimof America, to be unattended 
with difficulties. The claims have been considered 
by impartial men, of high authority and unquestion- 
ed ability, to be equally so attended, and therefore it 
is that this is a question for a compromise, and itis 
this compromise which it has become our duty to en- 
deavor to accomplish. 


I will only here add, the most solemn assurance, 
which I would not lightly make, that after a long 
and careful consideration of all the arguments and 
inferences, direct and circumstantial, bearing on the 
whole of this truly difficult question, it is my settled 
conviction that it was the intention of the parties to 
the treaty of peace of 1783, however imperfectly 
those intentions may have been executed, to leave 
to Great Britain by their description of boundaries, 
the whole of the waters of the river St. John. 


The length of these preliminary observations re- 
quires, perhaps, some apology, but I now proceed t> 
comply with your application to me to state the 
principles and conditions on which it appears to me 
that this compromise which it is agreed we should 
attempt, should be founded. 


A new boundary is in fact to be traced between 
the state of Maine and the province of New Bruns- 
wick. In doing this, reference must be had to the 
extent and value of the territory in dispute, but as a 
general principle, we cannot do better than keep in 
mind the intention of the framers of the first treaty 
of peace in 1783, as expressed in the preamble to 
the provisional article in the following words: 
‘‘Whereas reciprocal advantages and mutual conve- 
nience are found by experience to form the only per- 
manent foundation of peace and friendship between 
states, &e.”” I have ona former occasion explained 
the reasons which have induced the British govern- 
mentto maintain their rights in this controversy be- 
yond any apparent value in the object in dispute, to 
be the establishing a good boundary between our 
two countries, so as to prevent collision and dispute, 
and an unobstructed communication and connexion 
of our colonies with each other. Further, it is de- 
sired to retain under the jurisdiction of each go- 
vernment respectively, such inhabitants as have for 
a length of time been so living, and to whom a trans- 
fer of allegiance might be painful or distressing. 
These are briefly the objects we have in view, 





and which we must now seek to reconcile to a prac- 
Great 


with you, that I approach my duties generally with-| Britain has no wish of aggrandizement for any ge- 
out any of those devices and manauvres which are | neral purpose of increased dominion, and you must 
supposed, | believe ignorantly, to be the useful tools of | be satistied by the liberality with which | have pro- 


ee —— 












Maine 


my vig 
lar convenience or fitness occur. I might further states 
prove this by calling your attention to the fact, that becau 
of the land likely to come to us by any practicable of the 


of the 


settlement, nine-tenths parts of it are, from its po- ie 
sio 


sition and quality, wholly worthless. It can sup- 
rt no population, it grows even little timber of va- 
















ue, and can be of no service but as a boundary, for tries 
two distinct governments. allel « 

In considering on the map a division of the terri- cut ri 
tory in question, this remarkable circumstance must gers 
be kept in mind, that a division of acres by their add hs 
number would be a very unequal division of their va- but fe 
lue. Thesouthern portion of this territory, the val- thori' 
ley of the Aroostook, is represented to be one of one the ¥ 
of the most beautiful and most fertile tracts of land tling, 
in this part of the continent, capable of the highest “ 
state of cultivation, and covered with fine timber; have 
while the northern portion, with the —— of ors's 
that small part comprised within the Madawasca the t 
settlement, isof the miserable description I have the 1 
stated. It would be noexaggeration to say, that one cue 
acre on the Aroostook would be of much more va- — 
lue than ten acres north of the St. John. There then 
would be, therefore, no equality in making a division qT 
of acre for acre. sale 

But although I remind you of this circumstance, I to bi 
do not call on you to act upon it. On the contrary, mes 
fam willing that you should have the advantage in ps 


this settlement, both in the quantity and quality of 


this land. All I wish is to call this fact in proof of T 
my assertion, thatthe objectof Great Britain was Brit 
simply to claim that which was essential to her, and ber: 
would form a convenient boundary, and to leave all dist 
the more material advantages of this bargain to the is it 
state of Maine. was 

I now come to the more immediate application of ed | 
these principles to a definite line of boundary; and be | 
looking at the map with reference to the sole object par 
of Great Britain as already described, the line of Jaic 
the St. Johns from where the north line of the St. anc 
Croix strikes it, up to some one of its sources, seems evi 
evidently to suit both parties, with the exception det 
which Ishall presently mention. tio 

This line throws the waste and barren tract to no! 
Great Britain,and the rich and valuable lands to of 
Maine, but it makes a good boundary, one which be 
avoids collision and probable dispute; and for the th: 
‘reasons stated, we should be satisfied with it if it M: 


were not for the peculiar circumstances of a settle- é 
ment formed on both sides of the St. John’s, from 


the mouth of the Madawaska up to that of Fish wi 
River. de 
The history and circumstances of this settlement G 
are well known to you. It was originally formed ; 
from the French establishment in Acadia, and has it 
been uninterruptedly under French or British domi- of 
nion, and never under any other laws. The inhabi- th 
tants have professed great apprehension of being Ss 
surrendered by Great Britain, and have lately sent th 
an earnest petition to the queen, deprecating that vl 
being done. b 
Further, this settlement forms one united commu- fi 
nity all connected together, and living some on one 
aad some on the other side of the river, which forms e 
a sort of high road between them. I 
It seems self-evident that no more inconvenient u 
line of boundary could well be drawn than one s 
which divides in two an existing municipality, in- 2 
convenient as well to the inhabitants themselves, as } 
to the authorities under which they are tolive. There } 
would be evident hardship, I might say, cruelty, in ! 
separating this now happy and contented village, to t 


say nothing of the bickerings and probable colli- 
sions likely to arise from taking in this spot the pre- 
cise line of the river, which would under other cir- 
cumstances satisfy us. Indeed, I should consider 
that such a separation of these industrious settlers, 
by placing them under separate laws and govern- 
ments, a most harsh proceeding, and that we should 
thereby abandon the great object we should have in 
view of the happiness and convenience of the 

ple, and the fixing a boundary the least likely to oc- 
casion future strife. 

I dwell on this circumstance at some length in 
justification of the necessity lam under of departin 
to this inconsiderable extent from the marked line o 
the river St. John’s. What line should be taken to 
cover this difficulty I shall have to consider with 
you, but I can not in any case abandon the obvious 
interests of the people. It will be seen by an in- 
spection of the map, that it is not possible to meet 
this difficulty by making over to Maine the northern 
portion of this settlement, as that would be giving 
up by Great Britain the immediately adjoining com- 
munication with Canada, which it is her principal 
object to preserve. 

hese observations dispose of those parts of the 
question which immediately concern the state of 
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Maine; but it may be weil at the same time to state 
my views respecting the adjoining boundary of the 
states of New Hampshire, Vermont,and N. York, 
because they made part of the reference to the king 
of the Netherlands, and were, indeed, the only part 
of the subject in dispute upon which a distinct deci- 
sion was not given. 

The question here at issue hetween the two coun- 
tries was as to the correct determination of the par- 
allel of latitude and the true source of the Connecti- 
cutriver. Upon both these points decisions were 

ronounced in favor of Great Britain; and I might 
add that the case of America, as matter of right, was 
but feebly and doubtingly supported by her own au- 
thorities. *I am nevertheless disposed to surrender 
the whole of this case, if we should succeed in set- 
tling, as proposed, the boundary of Maine. Theres 
a point or two in this line of boundary where I may 
have to consider, with the assistance of the survey- 
ors acquainted with the localities, the convenience of 
the resident settlers, as also, which line may best suit 
the immediate country at the head of the Connecti- 
cut river; but substantially the government of Ame- 
rica sliall be satisfied, and this point be yielded to 
them. 

This concession, conceded with reference to the 
sale of the land ceded, which is generally reported 
to be fertile, and contains a portion at Rouse’s point 
much coveted in the course of the controversy, 
would, under ordinary circumstances, be considered 


cess to the sea through that river. It is further evi- | 
dent that there can be no such access under any ar- | 
rangement otherwise than by the consent of the pro- | 
vince of New Brunswick. It is my wish to seek an 
early opportunity of considering, with some person | 
well acquainted with the commerce of that country, 
what can be done to give it the greatest possible free- 
dom and extent without trenching toc much on the 
vical regulations of the two countries. But, in the 
meantime, in order to meet at once the urgent wants 
and wishes of Maine in this respect, I would engage 
that, on the final settlement of these differences, all 
lumber and produce of the forest of the tributary 
waters of the St. John’s shall be received freely 
without duty and dealt with in every respect like the 
same articles of New Brunswick. 

I can not now say positively whether I may be able 
to go further, but this seems to me what is principal- 
ly required. Suggestions have at times been thrown 
out of making the port and river St. John’s free to 
the two countries, but I think you will be sensible 
that this could not be done without some reciprocity 
for the trade of the St. John’s in the ports of the U. 
States, and that, in endeavoring to regulate this, we 
should be ehbarking in an intricate question, much 
and often discussed between the two countries. It 
cannot also fail to occur to you that joint rights in 
the same harbors and waters must be a fruitful 
source of dissension, and that it behoves us to be 
careful not to sow the seeds of future differences in 


of considerable importance. 
The concession, will, however, be made by Great 


Britain without reluctance, not only to mark the li-| of the terms on which it appears to me that this set- 
beral and conciliatory spirit by which it is desired to| tlement may be made. 
dent that I have not treated the settlement in the or- 
is in some respects analogous to that of the Mada-| dinary form of a bargain, when the party making the 
It is beliey-| proposal leaves himself something to give up. 


distinguish these negotiations, but because the case 


waska settlements, before considered. 
ed that the settlers on the narrow strip, which would 
be transferred to Great Britain by rectifying the 45th 
parallel of Jatitude, which was formerly incorrectly 
Jaid down, are principally from the United States, 
and that their opinions and habits incline them to 


evince a preference to that form of government, un-| over you, I should have no wish todo so. 


der which, before the discovery of the error in ques- 
tion, they supposed themselves to be living. 
not be desired by her majesty to acquire any addition 
of territory under such circumstances, whatever may 
be the weight of her rights; but it will be observed 


that the same argument applies almost exactly to the just and equitable settlement of this long continued 


Madawaska settlement and justifies the reservation 
I am thus obliged to make. In these days, the con- 
venience and happiness of the people to be governed 
will ever be the chief guide in transactions of this 
description, between such governments as those of 
Great Britain and the United States. 


Before quitting this subject, | would observe that 
it is rumored that Major Graham, in his late survey 
of Maine, reports some deviation from the north of 
the line from the head of the St. Croix towards the 
St. John’s. I would here also propose to abide by 
the old line long established, and from which the de- 
viation by Major Graham is, I am told, inconsidera- 
ble, without at all doubting the accurate, and good 
faith of that very distinguished officer. 


in stating the important concessions I am prepar- 
ed to make on a final settlement of these boundaries, 
Iam sensible that concessions to one state of this 
union are not always to be made available for the 
satisfaction of any other; but you are aware that I 
am treating with the United States, and that fora 
long line of important boundaries, and that I cannot 
presume to enter on the question how thissettlement 


the settlement of those in our own day. 


It can-| of a jealous and criticising public, and it would ill 


I have now stated. as I was desired to do,my views 


It must be sufficiently evi- 


The case would not admit of this, even if I could 
bring myself so to act. It would have been useless 
for me to ask what I know could not be yielded, and 
I can unfeignedly say, that, even if your vigilance did 
not forbid me to expect to gain any undue advantage 
The trea- 
ty we have to make will be subjected to the scrutiny 


answer its main purpose of producing and perpetuat- 
ing harmony and good will if its provisions were not 
considered by good and reasonable men to make a 


controversy. 
Permit me, sir, to conclude with the assurance of 
my distinguished consideration 
ASHBURTON. 
Hon. Daniel Webster, &c. &c. 


Mr. Webster to Lord Ashburton. 

Department of state, Washington July 8, 1842. 

My Lorn: Your notes of the 13 and 2Ist of June 
were duly received. In the first of these, you cor- 
rectly say, that in our conference on the boundary 
question, we have both been of opinion that no ad- 
vantage would be gained by resorting at this time to 
the discussion at length of the grounds on which each 
party considers its claim of right to rest. At the 
same time you deem it expedient, nevertheless, to 
offer some observations, calculated, in your judg- 
ment, to repel a supposed allegation, or suggestion, 
that this controversy only began in 1814; that up to 
that period the American claim was undisputed; and 
that the English claim, as now set forth, is founded 
merely in motives of interest. Nothing is more na- 
tural than that your lordship should desire to repel 
an imputation which would impeach the sincerity 





might operate on, or be in any way compensated to, 
the different states of the confederacy. ' 


I should, however, add my unfeigned belief that | 
what I have proposed will appear reasonable with | 
reference to the interests of the state of Maine con- 
sidered singly. 

That the proposition, taken as a whole, will be 
satisfactory to the country at large, I can entertain 
no doubt. 

l abstain from noticing here, the boundaries fur- 
ther west, which lam prepared to consider and to 
settle, because they seem to form a part of a case 
which it will be more convenient to treat separately. 

In the course of these discussions much anxiety 
has been expressed that Maine should be assured of 
some means of communication by the St. Johns, 
more especially for the conveyance of her lumber. 
This subject I am very willing to consider, being 
sensible of the great importance of it to that state, 
and that the friendly and peaceful relations between 
the neighboring countries cannot be better secured 
than by reciprocally providing for all their wants 
and interests. Lumber must for many years be the 
principal produce of the extensive valley of Aroos- 
took and of the southern borders of the St. Johns; 
and it is evident that this article of trade being worth 


and good faith of your government, and all the 
weight which justice and candor require, are given 
to your lordship’s observations in this respect. It 1s 
not my purpose, nor do I consider it pertinent to the 
occasion, to go into any consideration of the facts 
and reasonings presented by you to show the good 
faith and sincerity of England, in the claim asserted 
by her. Any such discussion would be a departure 
from the question of right now subsisting between 
the two governments, and would be more especially 
unfit for an occasion in which the parties are ap- 
proaching each other in a friendly spirit, with the 
hope of terminating the controversy by agreement. 
Following your lordship’s example, however, [ must 
be permitted to say, that few questions have ever 
arisen under this government, in regard to which, a 
stronger or more general conviction was felt, that 
the country was in the right, than this question of 
the north-eastern boundary. To say nothing of the 
sentiments of the government and people of the 
states more directly interested, whose opinions may 
be supposed capable of bias, both houses of con- 
gress, after full and repeated consideration, have af- 





Abstaining from all historical facts, all @otempo- 
raneous expositions, and all external arguments and 
circumstances, I will venture to present to your lord- 
ship a very condensed view of the reasons which 
produce in this country the conviction that a boun- 
dary line may be ascertained, run, and delineated 
with provisions, under and according to the words of 
the stipulation in the treaty of 1783, that no doubt 
can be raised by any part of that stipulation which 
other parts of it do not remove or explain, and that 
a line so run would include all that the United States 
claim. This view is presented by a series of short 
propositions. 

1. The northwest angle of Nova Scotia is the 
thing to be sought for and found. 

2. That angle is to be ascertained by running a 
line due north from the source of the St. Croix river 
till that line reaches the highlands, and where such 
north line intersects the highlands, there is the an- 
gle; and thence the line is to run along the said high. 
lands, which said highlands divide those rivers which 
empty themselves into the river St. Lawrence from 
those that fall into the Atlantic ocean. The angle 
required, therefore, is an angle made by the inter- 
section of due north line with the highlands from 
oue slope of which the rivers empty themselves into 
the river St. Lawrence, and from the other into the 
Atlantic ocean. 

3. Supposing it to be matter of doubt whether the 
St. Johns and the Ristigouch are rivers falling into 
the Atlantic ocean in the sense of the treaty, then 
the rule of just interpretation is, that if one element 
or one part in the description be uncertain, it is to 
be explained by others which are certain, if there 
be such others. 

Now there is no doubt as to the rivers which fall 
into the St. Lawrence. They are certain, and to 
their sources the north line is to run, since at their 
sources the highlands required by the treaty do cer- 
tainly exist. And departing from the rule just pre- 
scribed to myself, | will remind your lordship that 
the joint commissioners and the agents of the two 
governments in 1817, in giving the surveyors in- 
structions for finding these highlands, directed them, 
in terms to proceed upon a due north line, “till they 
should arrive at some one of the streams connected 
with the river St. Lawrence,” and then to explore 
the highlands from that point to the northwestern- 
most head of Connecticut river. It is indisputable 
that a line run according to their instructions, thus 
given by the commissioners and agents of both gov- 
ernments, would give to the United States all that 
they have at any time claimed. 


4. It is certain that by the treaty, the eastern boun- 
dary of the United States, from the head of the St. 
Croix, is to be a due yorth and south line. And it 
is equally certain that the line is to run north, until 
it reaches the highlands from whose northern waters 
head the rivers that flow into the river St. Lawrence. 

5. These two things, being, oue mathematically, 
and-the other physically certain in themselves, and 
capable of being precisely marked and delineated, 
explain or contro] the uncertainty, if there be un- 
certainty in the other part or element of the descrip- 
tion. 

6. The British argument, assuming that the Bay of 
Fundy, and now especially the Bay of Chaleur, are 
not the Atlantic ocean, within the meaning of the 
treaty, insists that the rivers flowing into these bays 
are not, therefore in the sense of the treaty, rivers 
falling into the Atlantic, and therefore the highlands 
to which the United States claim, have not that 
southern or eastern waterheads which the treaty 
calls for, and as it is agreed, nevertheless, that we 
must somewhere find highlands, and go to them, 
whose northern waters run into the St. Lawrence, 
the conclusion is, that the different parts of the dis- 
cription in the treaty donot cohere, and that there- 
fore the treaty connot be executed. 

7. Our answer to this, as is obvious from what has 
already been said, is two fold. 

Ist. What may be doubtful in itself, may be made 
certain by other things, which are certain; and inas- 
much as the treaty does certainly demand a due 
north line, and does certainly demand the extension 
of that line to the highlands, from whose northern 
sides the rivers flow in the river St. Lawrence, these 
two clear requirements make it plain, that the par- 
ties to the treaty considered in fact, the rivers flow- 
ing from the south or east of the said highlands, to 
be rivers falling into the Atlantic ocean, because 
they have placed St. Lawrence river and the Atlan- 
tic rivers in contradistinction to each other, as rivers 
running in opposite direction, but with their sources 
in the same Gieblands. Rivers fed from these high- 














firmed the validity of the American claim, by an una- 
nimity experienced on very few other subjects, and 
the general judgment of the whole people seems to 





any thing, must mainly depend upon its having ac- 


be same way. 


land fountains, running north or northwest, are riv- 
ers emptying themselves into the St. Lawrence; and 
rivers rising fron the same fountains and running in 
an opposite dire :tion seem to be as clearly meant to 





be designated by the character of Atlantic rivers. 
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And, as stgongly corroborating this view of the sub- 
ject, allow me tocall your lordship’s attention to tw& 
facis. 

1. The coast of the Atlantic ocean, from the Pe- 
nobscot river northeasterly, and the western shore 
of the Bay of Fundy, which is but a continuation 
of the coast, and is in a line with it, are very nearly 
parallel to the course of the river St. Lawrence 
through the same latitudes. This is obvious from 
the map. ; 

2. The rivers which, from their sources in the 
same ridge flow respectively into the St. Lawrence 
and into the Bay of Fundy, and even into the Bay of 
Chaleur, run with remarkable uniformity in direc- 
tions almost exactly opposite, as if hastening away 
from a common origin to their different destinations 
by the shortest course. The only considerable ex- 
ception to this is the northern sweep of the upper 
part of the St. Johns; but the smaller streams flow- 
ing into this part of that river from tlc west still 
strictly obey the general rule. 

Now, if from a certain general line on the face of 
the country, or as delineated on the map, rivers are 


found flowing away in opposite directions, however | 





are | 





communication between New Brunswick and Cana- 
da. ‘ThatJine departs from the St. Johns altogether 
near Madawaska, and keeping principally upen the 
left or north bank of the Madawaska, and proceed- 
ing by way of the Temisecuata lake, reaches the St. 
Lawrence at the mouth of the river DuLoup. 

There are, then, two important subjects for consi- 
deration: 

First. Whether the United States can agree to 
cede, relinquish, or cease to claim any part of the ter- 
ritory west of the north line from the St. Croix and 
south of the St. John’s. And I think it but eandid 
to say, at once, that we see insurmountable objec- 
tions to admitting the line to come south cf. the 
river. Your jordship’s observations upon, the pro- 
priety of preserving the unity of the Madawasca 
settlement, are, in a great measure, just and altoge- 
ther founded, I doubt not, in entirely good motives, — 
They savour of humanity and a kind regard to the 
interests and feelings of individuals. But the diff- 
culties seem insuperable. The river, as your lord- 
ship remarks, seems a natural boundary, and in this 
part of it, to run in.a convenient direction. It is a 
line always clear and indisputable. If we depart 


strongly it may be asserted that the mountains or | from it, where shall we find another boundary, equal- 
eminences are but isolated elevations, it is neverthe- | ly natural, equally clear, and conforming to the same 


less absolutely certain that such a Jine does in fact | general course? A departure from the line of the | 


define a ridge of highlands which turns the waters | river, moreover, would open new questions about 
both wavs. equivalents, which it would probably be found im- 

And as the commissioners in 1783 had the map | pacticable to settle. If your lordship was at liber- 
before them; as they saw the parallelism of the sea | ty, as I understand you not to be, to cede the whole 
coast and the course of the St. Lawrence; as they | or a part of the territory, commonly called the strip, 
saw rivers rising from a common line and running, |lying east of the north line, and west of the St. 
some nerth or northwest, and others south or south- | Johns, considerations might be found in such a ces- 
east; and as they speak of some of these rivers as sion, possibly for some new demarcation west of the 
emptying themselves into the river St. Lawrence, [north line and south of the river. But in the present 
and of the others as falling into the Atlantic ocean; | position of things I cannot hold out the expectation 
and as they make no third class, is there a reasonable | to your lordship that any thing south of the river can 


doubt in which class they intend to comprehend all 
the rivers running in a direction from the St. Law- 
rence, whether falling immediately or only ultimate- 
ly into the Atlantic ocean? 


If there be nothing incoherent or inconsequential 
in this chain of remarks, it will satisfy your lord- 
ship, I trust, that it is not without reason that Ame- 
rican opinion has settled firmly in the conviction of 
the rights of the American side of the question; and 
I forbear from going into the consideration of the 
mass of other arguments and proofs, for the same 
reasons which restrain your lordship from entering 
into an extended discussion of the question, as well 
as because vour lordship will have an opportunity of 
perusing a paper addressed to me by the commission- 
ers of Maine, which strongly present the subject on 
other grounds and in other lights. 

{ am now to consider your lordship’s note of the 
%%st June. Pefore entering upon this, 1 have the 
President’s instructions, to say, that he fully appre- 





ciates the motives which induced your lerdship, per- 
sonally, to undertake your present mission; that he 
is quite aware that your public life has been distin- 
guished by efforts to maintain peace and harmony 
between the two countries; that he quite well recol- 
lects that your exertions were employed to prevent 
the late war, and that he doubts not the sincerity of 
your deciaration that nothing could have drawn you 
from your retirement and induced you to engage in 





} 
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be yielded. 

And, perhaps, the inconvenience to the settlers on 
the southern bank, of making the river the bounda- 
ry, are less considerable than your lordship sup- 
poses. These settlers are scattered along a conside- 
rable extent, very likely soon to connect themselves 
with whomsoever may come to live near them; and 
though of different origin, and some difference of 
religion, not likely on the whole, to be greatly dissi- 
milar from other bordérs, occupying the neighbor- 
ing territory, their rights of property would of course, 
be all preserved, both of inheritance and alienation; 
and if some of them should choose to retain the po- 
litical and social relations under which they new 
are, their removal for that purpose, to the north 
bank, drawing after it no loss of property or means 
of subsistence, would not be a great hardship. Your 
lordship suggests the inconvenience of dividing a 
municipality by a line of national boundary; and 
certainly there is force in the observation; but if, de- 
parting from the river, we were to establish af the 


live in numbers, on both sides; and a mere math 


/ boundaries, for the same reason that, in other cases | ¢ 


to which they are applicable, mountain ranges, or 


le 


.is intersected by a due north line, extended from the 


service to your country and to our common race. | these last being, perhaps, still more convenient lines 
And I have the utmost pleasare my lord, in acknow- | Of division than rivers, being equally clear and pro 


ledging the frankness, candor, and plain dealing, | minent objecis, and the population of weighboring 


| ing both the present and the future, seem to me to 
require, that, following natural indication, we adhere 
to the St. John’s, in this part of its course, as the line 
of division. 

The next question is, how far upwards this boun- 
dary ought to be observed, and along which of its 
branches. This question would be easily settled if 
what may be called the main branch of the river, in 
this part of it, differing from the general character of 
the rivers in this region of ihe country, did not make 
a sudden turn. But, if we consider the main branch 
of the St. Johns, that which has been usually so 
denominated, your lordship observes that, near the 
mouth of the Madawaska, it turns almost at right 
angles, and pushes its source towards those of the 
Penobscot. Contiguity and compactness of territo- 
ry can hardly be preserved by following a stream 
which makes not occasional windings, but at once 
so great adeflection from its previous course.— 
The Madawaska is one of its branches or princi- 
pal sources, and, as the map shows, is very much 
a continuance of the line of the principal river from 
the Great Falls upward. ‘The natural course would, 
therefore, seem to be, to continue along this branch. 

We understand, and indeed collect from your lord- 
, Ship’s note, that with whatever opinion of her right 
to the disputed territory, England, in asserting it, 
has principally in view to maintain, on her own soil, 
her accustomed line of communication between Ca- 
nada and New Brunswick. We acknowledge the 
general justice, and propriety of this object and 
agree at once, that, with suitable equivalents, a con- 
ventional line ought to be such as to secure it to Eng- 
Jand. The question, therefore, simply is, what line 
will secure it? 

The common communication between the provin- 
ces follows the course of the St. John’s from the 
Great Falls to the mouth of the Madawaska, going 
along with it to the Temiscouta Lake, and so across 
the highlands to streams running into the St. Law- 
rence. And this line of communication we are wil- 
ling to agree shall hereafter be within acknowledged 
British territory, upon such conditions and conside- 
rations as may be assented to. The Madawaska and 
the fore-mentioned lakes might conveniently consti- 
tute the boundary, but | believe it is true that, in 
some parts of the distance, above the mouth of the 
Madawaska, it has been found convenient to estab- 
lish the course of communication on the south bank 
of that river. This consideration may be important 
enough to justify a departure from what would other- 
| wise be desirable, and the running of the line at 
|some distance south of the Madawaska, observing 
/natural monuments where it may be practicable, and 
| thus leaving the whole valley of the Madawaska on 
ithe British side. 
| The United States, therefore, upon the adjustment, 


(of proper equivalents, would not object to a line of 





ver, ; | boundary which should begin at the middle of the 
south of it, an artificial line upon the land, there! main channel of t 


might be points upon such line, at which people would 


he river St. Johns, when that river 


St ha ; *€-! source of the St. Croix, thence proceeding westerly 
matical line might thus divide villages, while it di-! ofthe mouth of 


vided nations. The experience of the world, and cur} jine to the outlet of L 
own experience, show the propriety of making rivers |g direct line to the point where the river St. Francis 
empties itself into the lake called Pohenayomook, . 
| thence continuing in the same direct line to the high- 


your present undertaking, but the hope of being of | ridges of highland, are adopted for the same purpose; | 


the Madawaska, thence by a straight 
ong Lake, thence westerly by 


lands, which divide the waters failing into the river 


' De Loup from those which fall into the St. Francis. 


Having thus arrived at the Highlands, I shall be 
ready to confer on the correct manner of following 


which has characterized your official intercourse | Countries bordering on a mountain line of sepata- | them to the northwesternmost head of Connecticut 
with this government, nor am 1 permitted or inclin- | tion, being usually thin and inconsiderable on either | river. 


ed to entertain any doubt of your lordship’s entire | 
convietion, as expressed by yourself, as to the merits | 
of this controversy and the difficulties of the case. | 
The question before us is, whether these confident | 
opinions on both sides, of the rightfal nature and | 


just strength of our respective claims, will permit | 
J fon 


side. | Such a line as has been now described: would se- 


Rivers and inland waters constitute the boundary | cure to England a free intercourse between Canada 
between the United States and the territory of her! and New Brunswick; and with the navigation of the 
majesty for some thousands of miles westward from | St. John’s yielded to the United States would appear 
the place where the 45th degree of north latitude in- to meet the wants of ali parties. Your lordship’s 
tersects the St. Lawrence; and along this line occa- |! proposition in regard to the navigation is viewed as 


us, while a desire to preserve harmony, and a dispo- sional irregularities and outbreaks have taken place, | Just, and as constituting, so faras it may go, a natural 
sition to yield liberally to mutual convenience so | always by the agency and instigation of agitators and equivalent. Probably the use of the river for the 
strongly incite us, to come together and to unite ona | lawless ‘men friends of neither country; yet it is! transportation of the products of the forest grown on 
line by agreement. ’ soil | clear that no better demarcation or limits could be 'the American side of the line, would be equally ad- 

It appears to be your lordship’s opinion that the | made. And at the north part, along the Space | vantageous to both parties, and therefore, in grant- 
line of the St. Johns, from the point where the north | through which the St. Croix constitutes the line of| ing it, no sacrifice of British interest would be in- 


line from the St. Croix strikes that river, up to some ‘separation, controversies and conflicts are not heard | 


one of its sources, evidently suits both parties, with | of; but similarity of language, character and pursuits, 
an exception however, of that part of the Madawas- and mutual respect for the rights of each other, pre- 
ka settlement, which is on the south side of the St. | serve the general peace. 

Johns, which you propose should be included within | Upon the whole, my lord, feeling that there | 
the British territory. That on a line by agreement} may be inconvenience, and perhaps a small degree | 
the St. Johns for some distance upward from its in| of hardship, yet cannot admit that there is any 
tersection by the line running north from the St. cruelty in separating the Madawaska settlers south 
Croix, would be a very convenient boundary for the of the St. John’s, 30 far as political relations are | 
two parties, is readily admitted; but it is a very im- | coneerned, from their neighbors on the north of that | 
portant question how far up, and to which of the} river. 


curred. A conviction of this together with their 
confidence in the validity of their own claim, is 
very likely to lead the two states immediately con- 
cerned, to consider their relinquishment of the 
lands north of the line much in the light of a mere 
cession. It need not be denied that, to secure 
this privilege, and to have a right to enjoy it, free 
from tax, toll, or other liability or inability, is an 
object of considerable importance to the people of 
Maine. 

Your lordship intimates that, as a part of the ge- 


sources of this river this line should extend. Above| In the present state of society, and of peace which -neral arrangement of boundaries, England would be 
Madawaska, the course of this river turas to the | exists between the two countries, the severance of | willing to surrender to the United States Rouse’s 
south, and stretching away towards the sources of. political relations needs not to disturb social and fa= | Point, and all the territory heretofore supposed to be 
the Penobscot, leaving far tothe north the line of mily intercourse; while high considerations, affect-i within the boundaries of New Hampshire, Vermont 
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and New York, but which a correct ascertainment | B 


of the forty-sixth parallel of north jatitude, shows | 
to be included within the British line. This conces- | 
sion is, no doubt, of some vaiue. 
fiis would enure partly these three states and’ partly | 
to the United States; and none of it to the particular | 
interests of Maine and Massachusetts. 

If regarded, therefore, as a part of the equivalent 
for the manner of adjusting the northeastern bounda- 
ry, these two last mentioned states would, perhaps, 
expect that the value, if it could be ascertained, 
should be paid to them. On this point further eonsi- 
ration may be necessary. 

If in other respects we should be able to agree on 
a boundary, the points which you refer to, connect- 
ed with the ascertainment of the head of the Con- 
necticut, wil! be attended to, and Captain Talcott, 
who made the exploration in that quarter, wiil 
be ready to communicate the result of his observa- 
tions. 

I have the honor to be, with distinguished conside- 
ration, your obedient servant, . 

DANIEL WEBSTER. 

Lorp Asusurton, &c. &e. 


Lord Ashburton to Mir. Webster. 
Washington, July 11, 1842. 
Sir: I lose no time in acknowledging the receipt 
of the note you did me the honor of addressing me 
on the Sth instant, and I beg, in the first place, to 
say that I am duly sensible of the assurance you give 
me that the president has been pleased to appreciate 


NILES’ NATIONAL REGISTER—SEPT. i7. 1842—NORTH 


if made, its bene- true boundary, as being the point stricken by the 





of caonet >e- true, and if it he maintained, as I 
rather collect i: to he, from the paper of the Maine 
commissioners. that the point at the Metis is the 


north line, though the other be the true northwest 
angie of Nova Scotia, there is at least an end of the 
whole argument, resting upon this northwest angle 
being, as stated by you, “the thing to be sought for 
and found.” 

If this new discovery leads us to no other inference, 
we can hardly fail to derive from it the conviction 
that all the ingenuity applied to unravel this mystery 
leaves us equally in the dark; and that it is not with- 
out reason that it has been decided by so many per- 
sons, after careful examination, that this boundary 
is not susceptible of settlement according to the pre- 
cise words of the treaty. 

This decision has been come to by Mr. Madison, 
in 1802, by Mr. Jefferson, in 1803, by judge Sullivan, 
about the same time, by the arbiter in 1831, and it 
has been acted on by nearly every secretary of state 
of the United States during the controversy from that 
time to this; for although in a case in dispute each 
party during the dispute endeavors to hold his own, 
I am not aware that any secretary of state, or any 
president of the United States, has ever treated this 
subject otherwise than as one attended by that de- 
gree of uncertainty, that it could only be solved by 
an arbiter, or by a compromise. I would appeal to 
your candor, sir, to say whether at this time and un- 
der these circumstrnces, it is fair to speak of this 
disputed territory as belonging indisputably to one 





the motives which induced my present mission, and | 


much flattered by your recognition of the candor and | for equivalents to the other. 


party, and to be yielded by way of concession, and 
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ant, although it seems connected with your argu- 
inent. 

My inspection of these maps, and my examination 
cof the documents, lead me to a very strong convic- 
tion that the highlands contemplated by the negotia- 
tors of the treaty, where the only highlands then 
known to them at the head of the Penobscot, Ken- 
nebec, and the rivers west of the St. Crois; and that 
they did not precisely know how the north line from 
the St. Croix would strike them; and if it were not 
my wish to shorten this discussion, [ believe a very 
good argument might be drawn from the words of 
the treaty in proof of this. In the negotiations with 
Mr. Livingston, and afterwards with Mr. McLane, 
this view seemed to prevail, and, as you are aware, 
there were proposals to search for these highlands 
to the west, where alone I believe they will be found 
to answer perfeeily the description of the treaty. If 
this question should unfortunately go to a further re- 
ference, | should by no means despair of finding 
some confirmation of this view of the case. 


_I shall now, sir, close what I have to say on the 
controversial part of this question. I should not 
have treated of it all, but from respect to the gen- 
ileman from Maine, whose arguments you conveyed 
to me, and | shall certainly not renew it unless call- 
ed upon by you todoso. Our immediate business 
is with the compromise of what is not otherwise to 
be settled, and argument and controversy, far from 
assisting that end, have ever generally a tendency to 
irritate and excite. 


Referring, then, to our more immediate subject 





Any convention I may 


frankness which have hitherto marked our inter- | Sign must be for a division of that which is in doubt 


course. 


or dispute; with any arrangement, between the state 


1 had hoped that we had escaped by mutual consent | of Maine and the general government, [ have nothing 


from a return to the endless and fruitless argument 
on the genera! question of the rights of our respec- 
tive governments in the matter of the northeastern 
boundary. 

It seemed to me to have been decided by so many 
high and competent authorities that the precise 
geographical point so long looked for was not to 
be found, that it necessarily followed that any hope 
of settlement must rest upon an amicable compro- 
mise. 


The arrival here of the commissioners from Maine | conimissioners of the two governments in 1817, di-| 


| to do; and if, which God forbid, our endeavors at an 
‘amicable compromise should at last fail, I must hold 
‘that Great Britain retains her right, at least equal to 
ithe United States, to every part of the territory in 
‘dispute, until by a renewed reference, or by the 
skill of some more fortunate negotiator, this differ- 
‘ence may be brought to a close. 

| J have now only to adda few observations upon 
the arguments contained in your own note. 


Scme stress is laid upon the fact that the joint 


‘ 


which is a ltae by agreement, I deeply regret, on read- 
| ing your observations and proposals, that we are yet so 
|farasunder. Llalways thought this part of our duty bet- 
| ter performed by conference than by correspondence, 
| unless, indeed, we had the misfortune not to be able 
| ultimately to agree, in which case it would certainly 
_ be necessary that our two countries should see clear- 
| ly on paper how nearly we had approached to each 


| other; and on whom the blaine at last rested of leav- 
|ing nnsettled a question involving such serious con- 
isequences. I would still recommend this course of 
| personal discussion and conference, but, in the mean 
| time, [ proceed to consider the proposals and obser- 
| vations contained tn your note. 


| It is sufficiently explained in my plan for a settle- 


et gaghe ie. ’ ‘ ment, why | was anxious not to divide i s 
and Massachusetts, and the admitted disposition of) rected the surveyors to run the north line from the | » WAY we 0 divide in two parts, 


the two governments, have given the public a very 
general expectation that this compromise might at 
last be effected; and I hope yon will excuse my ex- 
pressing my regret that the note now before me, and 
the paper from the gentleman from Maine, addressed 
to you, which accompanied it, should have contained 
so much of a renewal of the old controversy, and 
should not have been confined to the simple question 
whether we could or could not agree to terms of set- 
tlement. If the observations contained in my note 
of the 13th ultimo, have given rise to these conse- 
quences, { much regret it, and I would now pass over 
all these more than useless discussions, and proceed 
at once to notice the proposal you make, if I were 
not apprehensive that my so doing might be constru- 
ed into some want of respect for the parties from 
whom these observations have proceeded. 

I will however, endeavor to bring within a nar- 
row compass what I have to say on the subject, and 
the more so, because, with all deference to you, 
sir, I may add, that there is little in these arguments 


that is new, or that has not been often advanced {the British line of boundary, that it does not conti- 
nuously and in all its parts divide the waters as re- 


and refuted during the many past years of contro- 
versy. 

I should except from this want of novelty, the po- 
sition, to one entirely new, advanced by the commis- 
sioners from Miaine, that the uorthwest angle of Nova 
Scotia, which is, as you express it, “the thing to be 


| St. Croix, until it met water running into the St. | 


Lawrence. The lines to be run were to ascertain 
the geographical facts of the case. 
could be more proper. 
‘ties varied, and it was natural that, in the first in- 
(stance, a line should be run north to the extent 
claimed by either party; where that line would reach, 
or what highlands or streams it might strike was un- 
known; so much so, that Mr. Gallatin in his letter 
‘frem Ghent, mentioned in my note of the 13th ult. 
expressed his doubts on this subject. His prediction 
‘turned out to be true. The point where the line 
strikes the Metis, was a point not fulfilling the words 
of the treaty. 


| Lawrence are considered to answer to the description 
‘of the Atlantic Ocean. Mr. Gallatin was sensible 
of this, and intimates that if this fact created doubt, 
the lands about the Ristagouche might be given up; 
'but he forgets that in giving up this territory he gives 
‘up his argument; for he maintains in opposition to 


quired by the treaty. The American line was in 
this equaliy deficient, and it is useless, therefore, 


of the St. Lawrence from those of the St. Jolin’s. 


sought for and found,” was at the head of the Mada-| ‘To make even a plausible case for the American 


waska river, which river, it is maintained by a long 


argument, supported by authorities and maps, was al- 
ways considered as the reai St. John, and this is stat- 


ed to justify the opinion expressed by the old con-| 


gress, in 1799, that this northwest angie was at the 
source of the St. John. 

Giving all possible consideration to this apparent- 
ly new discovery, I can not say that it appears well 
founded. Looking at MitchelJ’s map, the use of 
which, by the negociations of the peace of 1733, 
has been always so much relied upon on the part 
of America, there is nothing more clearly marked 


than the great distinct channel of the upper St. | 


John, aad it seems hardly possible that the negotia- 
tors or the congress sliould have made the supposed 
mistake. 

But supposing this hypothesis were well founded, 
the Temiscouata Lake is, then, to be now this long 
lost angle of Nova Scotia. What becomes, then, of 
the point so Jong contended for by Maine, between 
the Metis, and one of the tributaries of the Ristagou- 
che? These points must be about fifty miles apart. 


‘ 


‘The royal arbiter says it would be hazardous so to 
class,them. I believe that whatever argument might 
be made in the case of the St. John’s, connected with 





‘the distinctions with which it was mentioned in the 
treaty, to consider the Ristagouche as flowing into 
ithe Atlantic ocean, would be more than hazardous— 
,it would be most absurd. At all events, I would sub- 
{mit to you that no infevence could be drawn from 
\the commissioners in 1817 having ordered a north 
\line to be run; the same commissioners, after draw- 
ing the linc, having disagreed as to any conclusions 
| from it. 

I am rather surprised that an inspection of the 
‘map should lead us to such different views of the 
course of the rivers and of the coast, as stated by 
you. I find that the upper St. John’s and the Rista- 
gouche, so far frem cutting at right angles the pa- 
ralie! lines of the coast and the St. Lawrence, as 
you say, run in their main course nearly paralle! 
with them, 





No proceeding | 
The claims of the two par- | 


y- It did not divide the waters as desir-. 
‘ed, unless the Bay of Chaleur and the Gulfof St. | 


' by any new line of boundary, the Madawaska set- 
| tlement; and i am sorry to say that the information I 
have since received, both as to local circumstances 
and the anxiety of the people themselves, tends 
strongly to confirm my impressions. Atthesametime, 
' you will have seen that I was sensible that some good 
reason should be assigned why we should not be sa- 
tisfied with what you justly term the otherwise per- 
fect boundary of the St. John. In your reply you re- 
_cognise the difficulties of the case, and do justice to 
our motives, but you state distinctly, on the part of 
your government, that you can consent to no fine 
‘which should bring us over the St. John without 
some equivalent of territory to be found out of the 
limits of that part which is in dispute; and you re- 
fer more particularly to a certain narrow strip lying 
between the north line and the river. This strip I 
have no power to give up; and I beg to add that the 
refusal of my government is founded simply on their 
objection to dispose arbitrarily of the persons and 
property of her majesty’s subjects, living by prc- 
ference under her authority—an objection which, 
you are aware, applies with peculiar force to the 
inhabitants of this part of New Brunswick. 


I had hoped that the other equivalents which I had 


now to consider whether it would have been prefe- | fered, combined with the sense entertained by the 
. *,? . . . . . ‘ , ~ T +} wt. >} "Og H ; 
irable to the British line, if it had divided the waters} government of the United States of the pressing im- 





portance of the case on the ground of humanity, 
| would have been sufficient for the purpose I so anx- 


line, both the St. John’s and the Ristagouche must | iously desired; but perceiving, from your note, as 
be held to be rivers emptying into the Atlantic ocean. | wellas from personal conversation, that concession 


upon this point is insisted upon,I might be disposed 
to consider whether my anxious desire to arrive at a 
friendly settlement would not justify me in yielding, 
however reluctantly, if the latter part of your pro- 
posal did not, if finally persevered in, forbid all hope 
of any settlement whatever. 

The boundary you propose, supposing the British 
territory not tocome over the St. John, is to run 
from the north side of that river, three miles above 
its junction with the Madawaska over an arbitrary 
line, which my map does not exactly permit me to 
foilow, until it reaches somewhere. the St. Francis. 
I need not examine this line in its precise details, 
because lam obliged frankly to state that it is inad- 
missible. 1 think I might, sir, appeal to your can- 
did judgment to say whether this a proposition of 
conciliation—whether, after all the antecedent dis 
cussions on this subject, it could be reasoaably ex- 
pected that, whatever might be the anxiety of my 





I am not aware that the last is import-! government for a friendly settlement. 1 could be 
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found with power to accede to such terms. I need 
not observe to you that this would give to Great Bri- 
tain Jess than the award of the arbiter, while at the 
same time she would be called upon to give up what 
that arbiter awarded to her, and if 1 do not mistake 
you, the floatage of the lumber of Maine down the 
St. John, is also expected to be surrendered. 

I must beg to say that I am quite at a loss, to ac- 
count for such a proposal. Your own principle of 
maintaining the great river as the best boundary, is 
abandoned, an arbitrary line is drawn which nobody 
ever suspected before, and I can only suppose this 
course to be dictated by that general assumption that, 
notwithstanding all former admissions and deci- 
sions to the contrary, this territory, said to be in dis- 
pute, in truth belongs to one party, to be doled out 
as a favor to the other; an assumption that cannot 
for amoment be admitted, and which you. sir, with 
the records of your office before you will hardly 
maintain. 

The position in which this negotiation now stands, 
seems to prove what I have before ventured to ad- 
vance, that it would havea better chance of success 
by reference, than by correspondence; at all events, 
that we should soon arrive at ascertaining what we 
can or cannot do. Slow, unnecessarily slow, our 
progress has hitherto been, and the public seems 
somehow or other to have become informed that 
there are differences. I hope when we come to dis- 
cuss them, that they will prove less serious than they 
are supposed to be, but it is very desirable that doubts 
and distrusts should be set at rest, and that public 
credit and the transactions of commerce should suf- 
fer the least possible disturbance. For although 
should this negotiation unfortunately fail, it will be 
our duty immediately to place it in some new course 
of further reference, it is not to be disguised that 
such a result must be productive of considerable 
public anxiety and disappointment. 

What I have said in relation to the Madawaska 
settlements, will, I trust, sufficiently prove my dis- 
position to approach such a discussion with the true 
spirit of conciliation, and I trust you will permit me 
to express a hope that it wili be met with a corres- 
pending feeling. 

Before concluding I wish to add a few words re- 


specting the line of the St. John’s to one of its | 


sources, and the navigation for certain purposes of 
that river. It may be true that the district between 
the St. John’s and the highlands west of the St. 
Francis, may be of some extent, but your own sur- 
veyors will confirm to you that it is of very little va- 
lue either for cultivation or fortimber. Is it reason- 
able that in the division of an object in dispute, its 
intrinsic value should be wholly disregarded, and its 
evil or extent alone considered? 


I would farther suggest for your consideration 
whether, supposing the division by the king of the 
Netherlands to be admitted to supply fairly the equi- 
ty of the case between the parties; what is proposed 
to be added to Great Britain, viz: the strip on the 
45th parallel of Jatitude, and the use of the naviga- 
tion of the St. John be not an ample compensation 
for what we ask in return, viz: that barren strip 
above the upper St. John, which is wanted for no 
other purpose than as a boundary, for which pur- 

ose it is admitted on all sides to be most convenient. 

The right to use the St. John for floating down the 
lumber of Maine on the same terms as the river is 
used by the queen’s subjects, is now treated as a mat- 
ter of light importance. This is not uncommon 
when a concession of any kind is about to be yield- 
ed, but I beg to remind you that this was not former- 
ly so considered. It has been repeatedly solicited 
and invariably refused, and no minister of Great 
Britain has before been permitted to connect this 
concession with the settlement of the boundary. It 
is considered by my government as a very important 
concession. [ am sure that it must be considered 


trade as not only valuable, but indispensable, and I 
am compelled to add, that I am empowered to allow 
this privilege only in the eventof a settlement of 
the boundary on satisfactory terms. 


this conceded navigation will be as useful to the 
town of St. John as to the lumberers of Maine, but 
it will not escape you that, even if this be so, itis a 
concession necessary to give any value whatever to 
so bulky an article as jumber, which being not other- 
wise disposable, would bear any reasonable toll 


‘ata point called Le Fond du Lac to the middle of 


| Attempts were made to compromise these differ- 
by all persons in Maine connected with the lumber | ences, but they failed; apparently more from neither 
‘party being willing to give up the island of St. 
George, than from much importance being attached 
| to any other part of the case. 
It is said in | Lake Superior to the Lake of the Woods both com- 


the memorandum of the Maine commissioners that missioners agreed to abandon their respective claims 








I have to apologise for entering into these details 
in treating of the great question with which we are 
occupied, but they seem called for by observations 
in the paper you send me. 

I beg, sir, you will be assured of my unfeigned 
and distinguished consideration. ASHBURTON. 

The hon. Daniel Webster, &c. &c. &c. 


Lord Ashburton to Mr. Webster. 
Washington, July 16, 1842. 

Sir: There is a further question of disputed boun- 
dary between Great Britain and the United States, 
called the northwest boundary, about which we have 
had some conferences; and I now proceed to state 
the terms which I am ready to agree to for the set- 
tlement of this difference. 

As the principal object in dispute is to be given 
up by Great Britain, 1 trust, sir, that you will here 
again recognise the spirit of friendly conciliation 
which has guided my government in disposing of 
these questions. 

I have already sufficiently discussed with you the 
boundaries between her majesty’s provinces and the 
United States, from the monument at the head of 
the river St. Croix, to the monument on the river St. 
Lawrence, near the village of St. Regis. 

The commissioners under the sixth article of the 
treaty of Ghent, succeeded in continuing this boun- 
dary from St. Regis, through the St. Lawrence and 
the great northern lakes, up to a point in the chan- 
nel between Lake Huron and Lake Superior. 


A further continuation of this boundary, from this 
ah through Lake Superior to the Lake of the 
Voods, was confided to the same commission, under 
| the seventh article of the treaty of Ghent, but they 
| were unfortunately unable to agree, and have con- 
, Sequently left this portion of the boundary undeter- 
imined. Its final settlement has been much desired 
‘by both governments, and urgently pressed by com- 
| munications from Mr. Secretary Forsyth to Mr. 
/ Fox, in 1839 and 1840. 

What I have now to propose, cannot, I feel assur- 
ed, be otherwise than satisfactory for this purpose. 

The commissioners who failed in their endeavors 
‘to make this settlement, differed on two points: 
First, as to the appropriation of an island called 
St. George’s Island, lying in the water communica- 
tion between Lake Huron and Lake Superior. And 
Secondly, as to the boundary through the water 
/communications from Lake Superior to the Lake of 
| the Woods. 


The first point I am ready to give up to you, and 
_you are no doubt aware that is the only object of 
any real value in this controversy. The island of 
St. George’s is reputed to contain 25,920 acres of 
_very fertile land; but the other things connected 
| with these boundaries being satisfactorily arranged, 
‘a line shall be drawn so as to throw this island with- 
-in the limits of the United States. 

In considering the second point, it really appears 
'of little importance to either party how the line be 
determined through the wild country between Lake 
‘Superior and the Lake of the Woods, but it is im- 
portant that some line should be fixed and known. 
The American commissioners asked for the line. 
from Lake Superior up the river Kamarastaquid to | 
_the lake called Dog Lake, which he supposed to be 
the same as that called Long Lake in the treaties, 
thence through Sturgeon Lake to the Lac la Pluie, 
‘to that point where the two lines assumed by the 
| comimissioners again meet. 

The British commissioner on the other hand, con- 
tended for a line from the south-western extremity, 








the mouth of the estuary or lake of St. Louis river; 
thence up that river, through Vermillion river to 
‘Lac la Pluie. 


Upon the line from 


and to adopt a middle course, for which the Ameri- 
can commissioners admitted that there was some 
ground of preference. 

This was from Pigeon river, a point between Ka- 
marastiquia and the Fond du Lac; and although 
there were differences as to the precise point near 





which the provincial authorities of New Brunswick | the mouth of Pigeon river, where the line should be- 
Further, 

it should not be forgotton, that the timber, once at’ portance to this part of the subject. 
the mouth of the St. John, will have the privilege of | 
reaching the British as well as other markets, and | point about six miles south of Pizeon river; where 
lastly, that it is a very different thing to hold a pri- | the Grand Portage commences on the lake, and con- 


might think it expedient to levy upon it. 


vilege of this important description by right or by 
mere suTerance, to be granted or withheld at plea- 
sure. . 


‘route by land and water remaining common to both 


gin, neither party seems to have attached much im- 


{ would propose that the line be taken from 4 


tinued along the Jine of the said Portage, alternately 
by land and water, to Lac ja Piuie—the existing 





parties. This line has the advantage of being known 
and attended with no doubt or uncertainty in run- 
ning it. 

In making the important concession of this boun- 
dary, of the isle of St. George, I must attach a con- 
dition to it of accommodation, which experience has 
proved to be necessary in the navigation of the great 
waters which bound the two countries—an accom. 
modation which can, I apprehend, be no possible in. 
convenience to either. 

This was asked by the British commissioner, in 
the course of the attempts at compromise above al- 
luded to; but nothing was done because he was not 
then prepared, as 1 am now, to yield the property 
and sovereignty of St. George’s Island. ‘ 

The first of these two cases is at the head of lake 
St. Clair, where the river of that name empties into 
it from Lake Huron. | 

It is represented that the channel bordering the U. 
S. coast in this part, is not only the best for naviga- 
tion, but, with some winds, is the only serviceable 
passage. 

I do not know that under such circumstances the 
passage of a British vessel would be refused; but on 
a final settlement of boundaries, it is desirable to 
stipulate for what the commissioners would probably 
have settled had the facts been known to them. 

The other case, of nearly the same description, 
occurs on the St. Lawrence, some miles above the 
boundary at St. Regis. ‘ 

In distributing the islands of the river by the com- 
missioners, Barnhart’s island and the Long Sault is- 
Jands, were assigned to America. This part of the 
river has very formidabie rapids, and the only safe 
passage is on the southern or American side, be- 
tween those islands and the main land. We want a 
clause in our present treaty to say that for a short 
distance, viz: from the upper end of upper Long 
Sault island to the lower end of Barnhart’s island, 
the several channels of the river shall be used in 
common by the boatmen of the two countries. 

I am not aware that these very reasonable de- 
mands are likely to meet with any objection, espe- 
cially when the United States will have surrendered 
to them all that is essential in the boundary I have 
now to propose to you. 

I beg you will be assured, sir, of my unfeigned 
and distinguished considerations. 


Hon. Daniel Webster, &c. ASHBURTON. 


Mr. Webster to Lord Ashburton. 
Department of state, Washington, July 27, 1842. 

My toro: | have now to propose to your lordship 
a line of division embracing the disputed portions of 
the boundary between the United States and the Bri- 
tish provinces of New Brunswick and the Canadas, 
with its considerations and equivalents, such as con- 
form I believe in substance, to the result of the many 
conferences and discussions which have taken place 
between us. 

The acknowledged territory of the United States 
and Engtand, join upon each other from the Atlantic 
Ocean to the eastern foot of the Rocky Mountains, 
a distance of more than 3000 miles. From the ocean 
to the source of the St. Croix, the line of division 
has been ascertained and fixed by agreewent; from 
the source of the St. Croix to a point near St. Rogis, 
on the river St. Lawrence, it may be considered 4s 
unsettled, or controverted; from this last mentioned 
point along the St. Lawrence and through the Lakes, 
it is settled, until it reaches the water communica- 
tion between Lake Huron and Lake Superior. At 
this point the commissioners under the 7th article of 
the treaty of Ghent, found a subject of disagreement 
which they could not overcome, in deciding upon 
which branch, or channel, the line should procced 
till it should reach a point in the middle of St. Ma- 
ry’s river, about one mile above St. George’s or Su- 
gar island. 

From the middie of the water communication be- 
tween the two lakes at the point Jast mentioned, the 
commissioners extended the line through the remain- 
ing part of that water communication, and across 
Lake Superior to a point north of Isle Royale; but 
they could not agree in what direction the line should 
run from the last mentioned point, nor where it 
should leave Lake Superior, nor how it should be ex- 
tended to the Rainy Lake, or Lac La Pluie. From 
this last mentioned Jake they agreed on the line to 
the northwesternmost line of the Lake of the Woods, 
which they found to be in latitude 47,23 55. The 
line extends according to existing treaties, due south 
from this point to the 49th parallel of north latitude, 
and by that parallel to the Rocky Mountains. 

Not being able to agree upon the whole line, the 
commissioners, under the 7th article, did not make 


any joint report to their respective governments; so 


far as they agreed on any part of the line, that part 
has been considered settled; but it may be well to 





give validity to these portions of the line by a treaty, 


ore a eee ee ee 2k -  oee 









, the 
lain- 
ross 

but 
ould 
e it 
> eX- 
rom 
e to 
ods, 
The 
outh 
ude, 


the 
vake 
5; SO 
part 
il to 
aty, 





—_— 





To complete the boundary line, therefore, and to 
remove ali doubts and disputes, it is necessary for 
the two governments to come to an agreement on 
these points: 

1st. What shall be the line of the northeastern and 
western limits of the United States from the St. 
Croix to the St. Lawrence? This is by far the most 
important and difficult of the subjects, and involves 
the principal questions of equivalents and compensa- 
tiors. 

2d. What shall be the course of the boundary from 
the point where the commissioners, under the 6th ar- 
ticle of the treaty of Ghent, terminated their labors, 
to wit, a point in the Neebush channel, in the Mud- 
dy lake in the water communication between Lake 
Huron and Lake Superior, to a point in the middle 
of St. Mary’s river, one mile above Sugar Island?— 
This question 1s important, as it involves the owner- 
ship of that island. 

3d. What shall be the line from the point north of 
Isle Royal, in Lake Superior, to which the commis- 
sioners of the two governments arrived, by agree- 
ment, to the Rainy Lake; and also to confirm those 
parts of the line to which the said commissioners 
agreed. 


Besides agreeing upon the line of division through 
these controverted portions of the boundary, you 
have suggested also, as the proposed settlement pro- 
vides, upon the ground of compromise and equiva- 
lent, that boats belonging to her majesty’s subjects 
may pass the falls of the Long Sault Islands; and 
that the passage between the islands lying at ornear 
the junction of the river St. Clair, with the lake of 
that name, should be severally free and open to the 
vessels of both countries. There appears no reason- 
able objection to what is requested in these particu- 
Jars; and on the part of the United States it is desi- 
rable, that their vessels in proceeding into Lake 
Erie into the Detroit river, should have the privilege 
of passing between Bois Blanc, an island belonging 
to England, and the Canadian shore, the deeper and 
better channel being on that side. 

The line, then, now proposed to be agreed to, may 
thus be described: Beginning at the monument at 
the source of the river St. Croix, as designated and 
agreed to by the commissioners under the 5th article 
of the treaty of 1794, between the governments of 
the United States and Great Britain; thence, north, 
following the exploring ine run and marked by the 
surveyors of the two governments in the years 1817 
and 1818, under the Sth article of the treaty of 
Ghent. to its intersection with the river St. John, 
and to the middle of the channel thereof; thence, up 
the middie of the main channel of the said river St. 
John, to the mouth of the river St. Francis; thence 
up the middie of the channel of the said river St. 


Francis, and of the lake through which it flows, tothe | 


outlet of the Lake Pohenagamook; thence, south 
westerly in a straight line, to a point of the northwest 
branch of the river St. John, which point shali be 
ten miles distant from the main branchof St. John,in 
a straight line, and in the nearest direction, but if the 
said point shall be found to be less than seven miles 
from th: nearest point of the summit or crest of the 
highlands that divide those rivers which empty them- 
selves into the river St. Lawrence from those which 
fall into the St. Johns, then the said point shall be 
made to recede down the said river toa point seven 
miles in a straight line, from the said summit or crest, 
thence, in a straight line, in a course about south, 
eight degrees west, to the point where the parallel of 
latitude of 45 25 north intersects the south west 
branch of the St. John; thence, southerly, by the said 
branch, to the source thereof in the highlands at the 
Metjarmeth portage; thence down along the said 
highlands which divide the waters which empty 
themselves into the river St. Lawrence, from those 
which fall into the Atlantic ocean, to the head of 
Hall’s stream; thence down the middle of said stream 
till the line thus run intersects the old Jine of boun- 
dary, surveyed and marked by Valentine & Collins 
previous to the year 1774, as the 45th degree of lati- 
tude, and which has been known and understood to 
be the line of actual division between the states of 
New York and Vermont on one side, and the British 
province of Canada on the other: and from said 
int of intersection, west, along the said dividing 
ine, as heretofore known and understood, to the Iro- 
quois or St. Lawrence river; and from the place 
where the joint commissioners terminated their la- 
bors under the 6th article of the treaty of Ghent, to 
wit, at a point in the Neebish channel, near Muddy 
Jake, the line shall run into and along the ship chan- 
nel between St. Joseph’s and St. Tammany Islands, 
to the division of the channel at or near the head of 
St. Joseph’s Island, thence turning eastwardly and 
northwardly, around the lower end of St. George’s 
or Sugar Island, and following the middle of the 





George, thence west of Jonas Island into St. Mary’s 
river, to a pointin the middle of that river, about one 
mile above St. George’s or Sugar Island, so as to ap- 
propriate and assign the said Island to the United 
States; thence, adopting the line traced on the maps 
by the commissioners, through the river St. Mary 
and Lake Superior, to a point north of Isle Royal, 
in said lake, one hundred yards to the north and east 
of Isle Chapeau, which last mentioned island lies 
near the northeastern point of Isle Royale, where 
the line marked by the commissioners terminates; 
and from the last mentioned point, southwesterly 
through the middle of the sound between Isle Roy- 
ale, and the northwestern main land, to the mouth 
of Pigeon river, and up the said river to and through 
the north and South Fow!} Lakes, to the lakes of the 
height of land between Lake Superior and the Lake 


to St. George’s Island, through the middle of Lake | 
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A proper article will he necessary to provide for the 
creation of a commission torun and mark some parts 
of the line between Maine and the British provinces. 

These several objects appear to me to embrace all 
respecting the boundary line and its equivalents, 
which the treaty needs to contain as matters of sti- 
pulation between the United States and England. 

I have the honor to be, with high consideration, 
your lordship’s most obedient servant, 

DANIEL WEBSTER. 

Lord Ashburton, §c. &e. 

Lord Ashburton to Mr. Webster. 
Washington, July 29. 

Sir: I have attentively considered the statements 
contained in the letter you did me the honor of ad- 
dressing me the 27th of this month, of the terms 
agreed to for the settlement of boundaries between 





of the Woods; thence, along the water communica- 
tion, to Lake Saisaginaga, and through that lake; 
thence to and through Cypress Lake, Lac du Bois 
Blanc, Lac Ja Croix, Little Vermillion Lake, and 


lakes, straits or streams, connecting the lakes here 
mentioned to that point in Lac la Pluie or Rainy 
Lake, at the Chaudiere Falls; from which the com- 
missioners traced the line to the most northwestern 
point of the Lake of the Woods; thence along the 
said line to the said most northwestern point, being 
in jatitude 49 deg. 23 min. 55 sec. north, and in lon- 
gitude 95 deg. 14 min. 38 sec. west, from the obser- 
vatory at Greenwich, thence according to existing 
treaties, the line extends due south to its intersec- 
tion with the forty-ninth parallel of north latitude 
and along that parallel to the Rocky Mountains. It 
being understood that all the water communications 
and all the usual portages along the line from Lake 
Superior to the Lake of the Woods, and also Grand 
Portage from the shere of Lake Superior to the Pi- 
geon river, as now actually used, shall be free and 
open to the use of the subjects and citizens of both 
countries. 

ii is desirable to follow the description and the ex- 
act line ef the original treaty as far as practicable. 
There is reason to think that ‘Long Lake,” men-| 
tioned in the treaty of 1783, meant merely the es-' 
tuary of the Pigeon river, as no Jake called ‘‘Long 
Lake” or any other water strictly conforming to the 
idea of a lake, is found in that quarter. This opi-| 
nion is strengthened by the fact that the words of 
the treaty would seem to imply that the water in- 
tended as ‘‘Long Lake” was immediately adjoining 
Lake Superior. In one respect an exact compliance 
with the words of the treaty is not practicable. 
There is no continuous water communication be- 
tween Lake Superior and the Lake of the Woods, as 
the Lake of the Woods is known to discharge its wa- | 
ters through the Red River of the north into Hud- | 
son’s Bay. The dividing height or ridge between | 
the eastern sources of the tributaries of the Lake of | 
the Woods on the western sources of Pigeon river, | 
appears by authentic maps, to be distant about for- | 


ty miles from the mouth of Pigeon river, on the! 


shore of Lake Superior. | 


lt is not improbable that in the imperfection of | 
knowledge which then existed of those remote coun- 
tries, and perhaps misled by Mitchell’s map, the ne- 
gotiators of the treaty of 1783 supposed the Lake 
of the Woods to discharge its waters into Lake Su- 
perior. The broken and difficult nature of the wa- 
ter communication from Lake Superior to the Lake 
of the Woods renders numerous portages necessary, 
and itis right that these water commnications and 
these poriages should make a common highway, 
where necessary, for the use of the subjects and ci- 
tizens of both government. 

When the proposed line shall be properly describ- 
ed in the treaty, the grant by England of the right to 
use the waters of the river St. Johns for the purpose 
of transporting to the mouth of that river all the 
timber and agricultural products raised in Maine, on 
the waters of the St. John’s, or any of its tributa- 
ries, without subjection to any discriminating toll, 
duty or disability, is to be inserted. Provision should 
also be made for quieting and confirming the titles 
of all persons having claims to lands on either side 
of the line, whether such titles be perfect or in- 
choate only, and to the same extent in which they 
would have been confirmed by their respective go- 
vernments, had nochange taken place. What has 
been agreed to, also, in respect to the common use of 
certain passages in the rivers and Lakes, as already 
stated, must be made matter of regular stipulation. 

Your lordship is also informed, by the correspon- 
deuce which formerly took place between the two 
governments that there isa fund arising from the 
sale of timber, concerning which fund an under- 
standing was had some years ago. It will be expe- 
dient to provide by the treaty that this arrangement 


| 








channel which divides St. George’s from St. Joseph’s 
Island, thence up the east Neebish channel, nearest 


ithe final result of the many conferences we have 


Lake Nawecan, and through the several smaller, 


her majesty’s provinces and the United States, being 


‘had on the subject. This settlement appears sub- 
stantially correct in all its parts, and we may now 
| proceed, without further delay, to draw up the trea- 
ity. Several of the articles for this purpose are al- 
|ready agreed, and our most convenient course will 
| be to take and consider them singly. I would beg 
‘leave to recommend, that as we have excellent 
charts of the country through which the boundary, 
‘which failed of being settled by the commissioners 
under the seventh article of the treaty of Ghent, is 
| partially marked, that it would be advisable to make 
good the delineation on those charts, which would 
|spare to both parties the unnecessary expense of 
/new commussioners, and a new survey. In this case 
the only commission required would be to run the 
line on the boundary of Maine. 
| The stipulations for the greater facility of the na- 
'vigation of the river St. Lawrence, and of the two 
| passages between the upper lakes, appear evidently 
| desirable for general accommodation, and [ cannot 
i refuse their reciprocal claim made by you to render 
'common the passage from Lake Erie into the De- 
'troit river. This must be done by declaring the se- 
veral passages in those parts free to both parties. 

I should remark also, that the free use of the na- 
vigation of the Long Sault passage on the St. Law- 
rence must be extended to below Barnhard’s Island 
for the purpose of clearing those rapids. 

[ beg leave to repeat to you, sir, the assurance of 
my most distinguished consideration. 

ASHBURTON. 

Hon. Daniel Webster, &c. &c. 

Lord Ashburton to Mr. Webster. 
Washington, Aug. 9, 1842. 

Sin: It appears desirable that some explanation 
between us should be recorded by correspondence 
respecting the 5th article of the treaty signed by us 
this day, for the settlement of the boundaries be- 
tween Great Britain and the United States. 

By that article of the treaty it is stipulated that 
certain payments shall be made by the government 
of the United States to the states of Maine and Mas- 
sachusetts. It has, of course, been uiuderstood that 
my negotiations have been with the government of 
the United States and the introduction of terms of 
agreement between the general government and the 
states would have been irregular and inadmissible, 
if it had not been deemed expedient to bring the 
whole of these transactions within the purview of 
the treaty. There may not be wanting analogous 
cases to justify this proceeding, but it seems proper 
that I should have confirmed by you, that my govern- 
mert incurs no responsibility for these engagements, 
of the precise nature and object of which | am un- 
informed, nor have | considered it necessary to make 
inquiry concerning them. 

1 beg, sir, to renew to you the assurances of m 
high consideration. ASHBURTON. 

Hon. Daniel Webster, &c. &c. 


Mr. Webster to Lord Ashburton. 
Department of state, Washington, Aug. 9, 1842. 

My torp: I have the honor to acknowledge the 
receiptof your note of the ¥th August, with respect 
to the object and intention of the fifth article of the 
treaty. What you say in regard to that subject is 
quite correct. It purports to contain no stipulation 
on the part of Great Britain, nor is any responsibili- 
ty supposed to be incurred by it, on the part of your 
government. 

I renew, my lord, the assurance of my distinguish- 
ed consideration, DANIEL WEBSTER. 

‘o Lord Ashburton, &c. &c. 

[The above is all the correspondence on the sub- 
ject of the boundary,except that between the secre- 
tary of state and the governors and conimissioners of 
Maine and Massachusetts, and the delegation in con- 





‘shall be carried into effect. 
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CHRONICLE. 


AMERICAN FINANCIAL AGENT IN [WUROPE. 
York ‘Tribune lerras, from ‘a private letter from London, 
that Mr. Robinson, our financial agent, who went out 
10 negotiate the twelve million loan, had Jeft London for 
Aniwerp, on his way to Amsterdam. MWaglish eapital- 
ists wou'd have nothing to say to him, and no better 
prospect was supposed to exist for ‘lie negotiation on the 
continent, 





AraraMa’ ‘The name Alabama, belongs to the Muse 
coghee indian tongue, and. signifies, ‘Here we rest.”— 
ki was the name of.an Indian fortresson the Yazoo 
river. [ Sent. 


Appointments. ‘The president has appointed Charles 
Nichols, of Penosylvania, to be consul of the United 
tates four tbe port of Amsterdam. 


Banxs. The Virginia Banks resume specie payments 
in full on the 15th Sept. 

The banks of Virginia all resumed specie payments 
on the 15th inst. 

The Franklin bank at Columbus, Ohio, resumed spe- 
cie payments on the 7th inst. 


Deatus ii Baltimore for the week ending 12th Sept. 
53, of whom 23 were abuve 21 years of age, and 15 
were colored persons. 

In Philadelphia during the past week there were 86 
deaths; of these 48 were under two years of age, aud 6 
died of consumption. 

At Bellerica, Mass. on 4thinst. James Bennet, a revo- 
lutionary soldier et Bunker's [Mill, I'renton, &c. aged 85 
years. 

In Westmoreland county, Pennsylvania on Aug. 17th, 
James Cunningham aged $4, a svldier of the revolution 
at ‘I'renton, Princeton, &c. 

In New Orleans of yellow fever during the week end- 
‘ing Aug. 27th, 18. 


Destruction oF poss. Mr. Ferdan, the officer ap- 
pointed by the mayor with his assistants, prior to the 
25th June, destroyed 665 dogs. From that date to the 
16th. July, they lniled 469 mure, and from thence to the 
10:h inst. inclusive, 1,133. more have been put to death, 
making the whole number of dogs destroyed, since ear- 
ly in June, 2,267. [N. ¥. Jour. of Com 

We undersiand that the number of dogs taken up in 
Philadelphia (city prover) this summer, is between 1,300 
and 1,400. [U. S. Gazette. 


Encampment. A military encampment, composed of 
a number of companies froin several of the counties in 
Pennsylvania, Ohio and Virginia, was held in the vicini- 
ty of Pitsburg last week. The Steubenville Greys ap- 
peared atthe encampment dressed entirely in Steuben- 
ville manufactures. 


European Refinements. An instance of the shame- 
ful imitation of a disgraceful, brutal custom, imporied 
from Kneland by New Yorkers, and maintained in 
broad day ligt iu spite of the puny efforts of the police, 
resulted on ‘tuesday Jast in the death of one McCoy, in 
a pugilistic combat, at which thousands of that commu- 
nity were spectators, at a spot some mies out of ihe cily. 
We si icerely hope that the grand jury will do their duty 
by indicting every individual they can ascertain to have 
participa'ed in the affair for wilful murder. 

As laying a suitable foundation for jast such results, 
we noticed a short time since, the detection of a com- 
plete magazine in the same community of obscene prints 
and publieations, calculated to-sap the morals of any 


community, the proprietor of which. an Englishman, who | 


came for the purpose of making his fortune at any price, 
had already amassed a large toriane by the trade. We 
observe by the last Boston papers that the same business 
has been commenced there. The graad jury have re- 
turned no less than fifty-six indictments fer one mouth 
in that city, and which rapid increase they attribute in 
a great degree to this cause. We may add, that the 
adulation of foreign notorieties ot the loosest character, 
and whose principal recommendation probably is their 
graceful disregard of the proper decencies of society, is 
but a fashionable introduction to this deceptive path, 
down which multitudes are rushing, beedless of their 
departure from the correct standard of our revolutiona- 
ry days. 

“These furnish in our estimation additional objec- 
tions to the project of Dickens, Carlisle, and others, be- 
yond the Atlanuc, of bringing us in any respect into 
ussociation as ope community. Wecry handsoil. We 
are for amily, but no unioas—we will trade—not exactly 
in unlicensed untartff “free trade” either, but a fair regu- 
lated reciprocal trade—but no paTincrabliin ‘The recent 
bestowments of “titles of nobility” upon several citizens 
of the neighboring province of Canada, especially such 
menas McNabb, &c., has a tendency to produce wide 
distinctions in feelinys and interest. 


FLovur, sold at Boston this week at $5. At N. York 
at $1 62a 84 56. At Philadelphiaat $4,62. At Balti- 
more at $4 125094 25. At Cincinnati on the 6th 


$2 75. At Cle veland $3 62:. At Bufflo $4 12. 
The price of passage between Bos. 


Fare ADVANCED. 
ton aud New York has. advaaced to Si.» Lhe appos 
tion has been bought off 

SwirzerLann Porvnation. According to a stati 
cal acceunt published ia one of the Swiss journals, : 


population of Switzerland amounts at present to 2,177,- 


435, of whom 1,232,871 are Protestants 


The New! 


|. Gop has recently been fuund in several places be- 
[tween the rivers of Seneca aud Tugao, in South Caro- 
| ting. 


| Iroy-Pavenents. A project is broached by Mr. Lefe- 
vre, of N. Y. city; to pave the streets with plates of east 
iron. A petition to that effect was a few days ago, 
presented to the buard of aldermen, and referred toa 
Committee. 


Immigration. ‘The Cincinnati Republican remarks 
that the immigration of Germans to that city, has never, 
it thinks, beea so great as at present. They report that 
many thousand more are on their way. Several hun- 
dred Norwegians lately passed westward through Ro- 
chester. Many hundreds have re-embarked from New 
York again for Europe with disappuinted expectations. 


Inpiana. The élections in Indiana on the first Mon- 
day of August have been claimed by each party as be- 
ing in its own favor, and several conflicting concl::sions 
have been published. ‘The Indiana Statesman (V. B.) 
of iTth Aug. gave the following suinmary. 


Senate. V. Baren. Whig. 
Old members, 14 17 
New members, 8 11 

Whig majority 6. 
House—YV. Buren. 53 
Whig, 42 


V. Beren inajority, 16. 

V. Buren majority in joint ballot 10. 

7 4 « ~ . ‘ . i 
The whig papers on the contrary have given the fol-| 


lowing: 
Wig. V. Buren. 
Senate, 30 20 
I{uuse, od 54 
75 74 


This vote includes all the counties except Sieuben and 
De Kalb. The report is that there was a tie in this dis- 
trict, that the sheriff drew lots who sould be chosen, 
and that Beal, whig, won, and that Marsh, the opponent 
of Beal, will contest the election. 


Marytanp. The Van Buren State convention met 
at Baltimore on the 12th inst. John Nelson, Prest. B. C. 
Howard, Samuel Stevens, H. Humphreys, Wm. Houck, 
Vice Prests; B. C. Presstman and P. F. Thomas, Sccre- 
taries. After adoptiug resolutions recognizing the right 
of the people to alter, amend or abolish the State Con- 
suiutions whenever they shall become unjust, unequal! 
and oppressive—declaring it right and proper for the Ge- 
neral Government to lay such a tariff of duties as shall 
mect its expenses, thereby affording incidental protec- 
tion to domestic labor, and denying its right to confer 
exclusive benefits on any particular branch of trade--and 
declaring it inexpedient at tne present time to nominate 
® candidate for the Presidency, the Convention adjourn- 
ed sine die. 








Massacuusetts. The legislature convened at Boston 
(on Wednesday fast, for the purpose of dividing the 
State into Congressional districts. Under the new ap- 
portionment, Massachusetts is entitled tv 10 members, 
| being a lass of two. 

The whig convention on the 14h inst. met, Abbett 
| Lawrence, esq. presiding, and nominated Henry Clay for 
| president, and John Davis, of Massachusetts, for vice 
president. 





| Mivcvterires. Their great tent erected at Albany is 
| 140 feet in diameter supported by a central pole 100 feet 
high and around its circumference by stakes, cost $700, 
| well made and fitted up entirely with rude seats without 
' backs, ground covered with straw, and can accommo- 
} date 25 or 30 hundred people. On the 231 day of April, 
1343, the world, they say, 1s to be destroyed by fire. 


Oxnio—CHANGING NAMEx A law was passed at the 
last winter’s session of tie Ohio Legislature which con- 
fers au'hority upon the Courts of Common Pleas, in the 
several counties of Ohio, to chanye the names of persous. 
Those citizens’ot Ohio, ther: fore, who may desire to get 
rid of bad or ugly names, can do so by giving 30 days 
notice in some newspaper, and showing reasonable 
| cause for the change.. Young Jadies, it is added, still 
| have the privilege uf changing their names in the guod 
(Balt. Amer. Sept. 13. 





‘old way! 
Owuio Dayton convention. We sce by his letter in 
the Dayton Journal, that Henry Ciay has accep‘ed 
an invitation to attend the barbecue to be given by the 
siate of Ohio to the state of Kentucky at Dayton, on the 
19th inst. Preparations are making to accommodate 
290,000. John Quincy Adams is expected. Every body 
is livited, | Porismouth (Ohio) Tribune. 


Paitapetraia Custom House. The United States 
Gazetie of 12th states that Jonathan Roberts has been 
dismissed from the office of collector of the port of Phi- 
ladelphia, and Thomas S. Smith appointed in_ his place. 
Other charges immediately fullowed in the offices. of 
measures, luspectors, storekeepers, &c. Some publica- 
tions have been made, and considerable feeling and ex- 
citement is tiduced. 








Posivican. .Mo. Webster, secretary. of state, has ac- 
l cepted aii bivitatian LO pi hey ‘nudered to hiio 

} rendcs if os' i wie ab accep- 

ree , GATE Oth inst. ‘ Wii! rile asure 


reucw-Cuizen yY Gcsir 2c Ne; a2uc 


| the mode of such meeting T should leave to them, with 





ja preference, however, on my part, if equally agreeable 


———— ~~ 


to.others, that the dinner should be dispensed with, and 
that the meeting should be had in such a manner as 
shal! impose the least restrictions, and best suit the coy- 
venience of ail whoinay be disposed to atiend it.” 

Mr. Clay is expected to visit Indianapolis early in Ov. 
tober, in compliance with an engagement of loug stand. 
ing, and a zenerai invitation is extended without distinc. 
tion of party to participate in the festival. 


Perry’s Vicrory. The anniversary of the memora. 
bie battle of Lake Erie occurred on Saturday last. |; 
was noticed at Providence by a grand military festiva| 
and review, to which a!! the companies of the State 
were invited. The troops were reviewed by his Excel. 
lency, the Governor. [N. Y. Jour. Commerce 


Ruopz Isnanp. The convention in Rhode Island, for 
the purpose of forming a State convention, assembled at 
Newport on Monday last. 


ee ete 


Rai roap. The Nashville and New Orleans -rajl 
road (twenty three miles long, being only constructed so 
far from New Orleans) was sold at auction on: the 22d 
Aug. and purchased by the state of Louisiana for $50.. 
000, at one, two and three years’ credit ‘Theiron alone 
is worth double the amount, exclusive of the land, an: 
the engines, cars, depots, and all the necessary utensils 
for Garrying on the work, all of which were included in 
the bargain. 


Sanpwica Isianps. The following statistics will show 
the gratifying results of missionary labors during the last 
four years at the Sandwich Islands. In the printing de- 
partment, 10,533,950 pages were printed during the year 
ending April ist, 1841. This includes 4,788,000. payes 
of scripture. There have been about 50 books printed. 
Edueation is making wonderful advances, as we inier 
from the number of scholars attending school, and from 
the fact that twenty-eight school houses have beet built 
during the last year. ‘There are 357 commion sehools, 
taught by 505 teachers, and containing 18,034 seholars. — 
A stone church 120 feet by 60, has been finished at Ke a- 
lakua. Benevolent contributions by the natives bave 
amounted to 34.3380 86. The present number of members 
of the church is 16,903; of habitual hearers on the Sab- 
bath 18,059, [N. Y¥. Jour. Com. 


Suave Trape. Ina recent speech, Lord Brongham 
declared that ‘ithe inen wo supplied nearly all the cs 
pital embarked in this trafic, the men whose ingenuity 
defeated every attempt to put it down, the men. under 
whose auspices it is now flourishing to an unprecedent 
ed extent, where British merchants.” This, statement 
was not denied in Parlamen.. 


Joy Samira. This wonderful tellow is to be bodily. ab- 
sent from his peopie for ten years; sv soy the lates: ac- 
counts. [ Phil. Sent. 


Tue Bririsu Consett Mr. Buchanan, the British 
Consul for New York, lias not resigned but has made 
application to his government for the retiring allewance 
to which bis ave and long term of service entitle -hin. 


Tarirr. The Boston Journal of Thursday says: The 
beneficial effects of the establishment of a new tariff, 
are already felt in this city. Business is evidently reviv- 
ing, and the many large ships now lying idle at our 
wharves, will soon be in motion. A degree of. conti- 
dence seems to have been created by the passage of the 
tariff bill, which argues well for the future, 


4'opacoo. ‘The Lynchburg Virginian of the 9th says, 
tobacco has advaneed atthe rate ef from 59 cents to a 
dollar per Lundred, in this market. This wilkebe good 
news to our friends in the country, who, for the last.12 
inonths, have been almost giving away the products of 
their jabor. ‘The rise has not been confined to any par- 
ticular quality, but all grades have improved in price. 

Superior qualities, Maryland, in the Baltimore’ mar- 
ket continue to command a fair price, and is in demand, 
but common and inferior quaiities are very dull, and 
lower prices have in some cases been submitted to. 


Waeat. At Baltimore from 50 for inferior, to 80 cents 
tor good Maryland—at Richmond 90. At Alexandria 
75; at Buffalo 76. 


LicutT. Witkes. Four marines, who allege themsel- 
ves to have been maltreated by Lieut.. Wilkes, on 
board of the Vincennes, and other vessels of the explor- 
ing expedition, have brouglit severa: suits against that 
officer, in the U.S. Court, New York, and laid their 
damages to a large amount. 


Yentow Fever in New Ortrans. The New Orleans 
suiletin of the 6*h instant says that the fever is gradually 
on the inerease in that city, and may now be said to 
have assumed the form of an epidemic. The'Board-of 
Healih report the death of thirty-eight white andults dar- 
ing the week ending on the 3dinstant. The ad:nsissions 
tothe Charity Huspitalon the 4th and Sth instant were 
fifteen, of whieh number four had died. 

Ten new cases occurred at New Orleans on the 7h 
inst. No new cases at Mobile. 


Morrauiry 1n New Organs. Comparative morta!- 
ity from all diseases n: New Orleans during three months, 
namely, August, September, and October, (the period of 
the epee uedin the following years,—I1817, 965; 1319, 
{199 1830, 868; 1322, 1362; 1833, 2773; 1837, 2239; 
1339, 1564; i841, 2251 

Comparivon of ins yellow fever of 1822 and. 1a4!: lo 
1899 803 persons died of yellow fover, or I in 54.34 0! 
the entire population. In 1841, 1325 died, being one in 
78.12 of the entire population. 
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